
A New Name
Some are wondering what the point is 
in giving CAV a new name and if it 
really is a necessary thing to do. We 
believe that renaming the church is a 
good idea for a number of reasons.

Our main purpose in doing so is to 
unify our specific body of believers. 
Communidad Agua Viva has been 
without official leadership for quite 
some time which has created many 
difficulties. Now that we are trying to 
bring structure and order to the 
church as it once had, we feel it 
important to seek out a new vision 
and craft a name around it. We want 
to find a name that truly encapsulates 
who we are as a body of believers in a 
city full of churches.

There are some other more minor 
reasons we feel it important to 
rename Communidad Agua Viva. 
Consider the following:

1. There is a lot of difficult history 
attached to CAV that has pushed 
many away in the past and may 
currently keep them from returning. 
Now of course every church has its 
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We’l l be sel l ing housewares, 
clothing, furniture, books, toys, 
games, home decor, bedding, linens, 
Christmas stuff, electronics and a 
whole lot more. 

It’s a party for the neighborhood 
and beyond. We’ll be bringing in a 
live band; have a cookout with free 
hotdogs and beverages; play Wii 

games; throw a bake sale; set up a 
kid zone with games, face painting 
and a huge inflatable obstacle 
course. 

We will even have a special 
afternoon visit by the Jackson City 
Fire Department! You'll definitely 
want to bring your kids, (or 
someone else's kid).

Massive Indoor Yard Sale

JAMIN BRADLEY: 
Blog: newfangled.wordpress.com

Twitter: @jaminbradley
Phone Number: 734.660.4562

STEPHEN FLAVIN: 
Blog: fiannarising.wordpress.com
Email: stephenflavin@yahoo.com
Phone Number: 517.914.5366

CASEY MELLINGER: 
Facebook: facebook.com/casey.mellinger
You can also search for him on Google+

Phone Number: 419.304.9012
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problems and you can’t just go and 
rename a church every time such 
issues present themselves. But given 
o u r c u r r e n t s t a t e , i t s e e m s 
reasonable to give our church a new 
name and in doing so, a clean slate 
to work with. Who knows? Maybe a 
new name will even bring back 
many of those who left our body.

2. Another reason for the name 
change is to make two churches one. 
We are currently identified as two 
separate bodies: Communidad Agua 
Viva and Living Water Community. 
This is fairly confusing as we have 
really operated as one body for a 
long time now. Furthermore, the 
Southern Michigan Conference 
legally recognizes us as two separate 
entities, which may have been true 
at one point, but is no longer the 
case. We want to be seen as one body 
and unite CAV with LWC.

3. When this church originally 
started, it was mostly Hispanic. Since 
then it has become a mixture of 
Hispanic, Caucasian and African 
American. And considering the area 
we are located in, there is much 
potential to broaden our diversity and 
increase the amount of each race 
within the church. This, of course, 
will require much effort and a 

blending of ideas in the services as we 
all come from different cultural 
backgrounds and think of church 
services a bit differently from each 
other. Communidad Agua Viva is not 
a bad name by any respects, however, 
it may leave an outsider with the 
confusion that since we have a 
Spanish name, we must be a strictly 
Spanish church.

Of course we realize that there is a lot 
of sensitivity around a name change 
and for that we apologize. But just as 
Abram’s name was changed to 
Abraham so that he could be given 
the vision to be a “father to many,” so 
we also believe that changing our 
name will bring us new vision, life, 
and identity.

NEW HISPANIC BIBLE STUDY THROUGHOUT AUGUST

For many years now, Jim Snyder has 
led a weekly prayer meeting on 
Tuesday nights at the church building. 
Many of our Hispanic attendees have 
especially been dedicated to this over 

the years. Also, for some time now, we 
have been trying to create a Hispanic 
Bible study in which the entire 
meeting could be held in Spanish. 
However, there have been several 
setbacks in this area.

Recently, it was decided to try adding 
the Bible study to the Tuesday night 
prayer group for the month of August. 
All of those who gather for this time 
will pray together from 7:00-8:00 in 
whatever language they speak and 
then separate by language into two 

EXPERIMENTAL SERVICES

A few weeks ago we spent nearly the 
entire service in song. We also set up 
some tables around the room for people 
to meditate on. At one of them people 
could take communion. At the other they 
could write a prayer request and place it 
in a basket for others to pick up.

Lately we’ve been trying to switch things 
up week to week to keep ourselves on 
our toes and to hit our messages home. 
We believe that by engaging the church 
in this way, we will build stronger 
discipleship.

groups from 8:00-9:00 to hold a Bible 
study in their own language.

During this time, we will rotate 
l e a d e r s h i p b e t w e e n d i f f e r e n t 
attendees week to week and see how it 
goes. Should it work out well, we will 
adopt this idea as a regular format. If 
not, we will return the meeting to it’s 
original form. As always, this group is 
open to anyone, but please try to be 
there by 7:00 and be prepared to 
separate into a group that speaks 
your language during the Bible study.



Casey accepts position at 
Monroe Free Methodist

KNOWING 
CASEY

College Major:
Worship Arts

Reason for Leave:
Read the title of the article.

Memory of CAV:
Leading people in worship 
on three hours of sleep

Favorite Movie:
Lord of the Rings

Favorite Food:
Jet’s Meat Lovers Pizza

Favorite Music Artist:
Switchfoot & Skillet

Favorite Superpower:
Teleportation

A GOODBYE FROM CASEY MELLINGER:

Dear Friends,

Thank you for all the times we shared together at CAV/
LWC. It was a pleasure leading you into the presence of 

God each week. I will miss being with you 
every week, but I know that this opportunity 
has God’s providence  written all over it. I will 
now be working with the Monroe Free 
Methodist Youth Group. I will continue to pray 
for the ministry at CAV/LWC and I hope that 
you will also pray for the youth group I will be 
leading.

Now to the funny parts: I have hidden objects of 
mine around the church. If you find them, send 
them to me. 

I’m just kidding. But if you do find things that 
are mine, please send them to me. 

Sincerely,
Casey Mellinger

MONROE 
CHURCH 

STATS
Sunday Morning 

Attendees:

150
Youth Group 
Attendees:

25



Through this yard sale, we hope to 
achieve several goals:

1. We want the yard sale to serve as a 
fundraising event, the proceeds of 
which will go towards development of 
our warehouse facility. Though 
currently sitting unused, we envision 
using this huge space as a center for 
the youth group and community. We 
can then provide open hours where 
local and potentially at risk youth can 
come and spend time hanging out and 
play pool, video games, basketball, 
and interact in a safe, secure, 
encouraging environment. The 
“Warehouse,” when developed, can 
also serve as a multipurpose space 
that will offer community, support 
and enrichment.

2. Like most yard sales, we will likely 
have an abundance of items left over 
which will provide us with an 
opportunity to meet some tangible 
needs in the immediate community. 
We plan to make any extra items 
available at no cost.  

3. The Community Event element of 
this day is our primary focus. We 
hope to invite the entire area and 
beyond and spend time together with 
us in an upbeat and fun environment.  
This will be a time where we can come 
together and build relationships with 
our neighbors. It is an opportunity for 
us to serve and for others to be 
served.  

4 . A s m u c h a s w e s h o u l d b e 
individually building relationships in 
our home neighborhoods, we also 
have a large building in the heart of 

downtown Jackson. Events like this 
can show the entire community that 
we as a collective church family care 
for the needs of that g reater 
community. Such events can also 
prove to be catalysts in becoming a 
much needed valuable resource for 
the community.  

That being said, we still need the 
following to make the event a success:

• Volunteers to help set up before 
the event, operate stations, and 
clean up after.

• Donations of any kind of items 
we can use in the yard sale.

• People to bake some tasty 
treats to use in the bake sale.

• Help spreading the word.  
Invite your neighbors, friends 
and family. We will soon have 
flyers you can take and give to 
people.

• Prayer that we succeed in 
ultimately bringing people 
together and honoring God in 
our execution.

   Home Fellowship Schedule

July 28 	
 @Skene’s

Aug 4 	
 @Skene’s

Aug 13 	
 @YardSale

Aug 18 	
 @Gayla’s

Aug 27 	
 @VictoryGardens

Sept 1 	
 @Skene’s

Sept 10	
 @VictoryGardens

Sept 15 	
 @Skene’s

Sept 24 	
 Party (TBA)

Sept 29 	
 @Skene’s

ABOUT HOME FELLOWSHIPHome fellowships are groups in which our church-goers meet. Each group has three people who head it up: a facilitator who leads the discussion, a host who opens their home to the group to meet in, and a coordinator who puts together mission projects parties for the groups to attend

The typical monthly schedule of these home fellowships includes the following: a biweekly Bible study, a party, and a mission project. If home fellowship attendees feel called to start a new group, they do so and take this ministry into a new area of Jackson.

LIDIA’S BAPTISM VIDEO
Unable to make it to Somerset 
Beach Campground for Lidia’s 
baptism? Search “Lidia’s Baptism” 
on Jamin’s blog to see the video!

www.newfangled.wordpress.com

UPCOMING DATES

August 7th: 
Communion and Potluck

August 13th:
Indoor Yard Sale


