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APOLLOS

The Power 
of Dreams
As we dive into studying the supernatural power of 
the Holy Spirit, a good place to start is with dreams. 
Why? Because it’s something we have all 
experienced in one way or another (though some 
may experience more).

Of course that is not to say that every single dream 
you ever had was inspired by God. If that was so, 
billions of people would be blossoming with the 
“Word of the Lord” every night. Plus, I’m not really 
sure that the dream I had about making the greatest 
mobile game since Angry Birds was really inspired 
by God.

The form of dreaming you are probably most 
familiar with was pretty much defined in your high 
school science class. This is the realm of natural 
dreaming. It is here that your brain sorts out 
information in interesting ways and you experience 
the random coolness of dreams.

But there are two other forms of dreaming that are 
often missed due to our obsession with science and 
they come out of the supernatural realm. In this 
realm your dreams can either be inspired by the 
Holy Spirit or by demons. 

Yes, there can even be spiritual warfare going on in 
your life while you’re asleep.

It’s important to learn how to determine what types 
of dreams you have so that you don’t miss God’s 
voice and so that you don’t believe in demonic lies.

If you’re anything like me, you have a great desire 
for the gift of prophecy—to hear the voice of God, to 
see His visions, to live in close relationship with 
Him. If you do desire that, then it would be wise to 
open up your mind to the idea that He still works in 
dreams just as He did in the Bible.

Actually, many Christians today are very confused 
when they hear or read about the very concept of 
visions. Just read a few chapters of Ezekiel! 
Seriously, what was that guy eating?

But then again, Ezekiel’s visions (as well as the 
other prophet’s) sure sound like dreams, don’t they? 
What if we’re not quite as far away from 
understanding visions as we think we are? What if 
visions are more or less dreaming while awake?

If we want to learn to see what God sees, then let’s 
start somewhere basic. Together, let’s learn to 
unlock the Biblical power of these night visions.

-Jamin Bradley

Genesis 20:3
B u t G o d c a m e t o 
Abimelech in a dream 
of the night, and said 
to him, “Behold, you 
a r e a d e a d m a n 
because of the woman 
whom you have taken, 
for she is married.”

Genesis 31:10
And it came about at 
the time when the 
flock were mating that 
I lifted up my eyes and 
saw in a dream, and 
behold, the male goats 
which were mating 
were striped, speckled, 
and mottled.

Numbers 12:6
He said, “Hear now My 
words: If there is a 
prophet among you, 
I, the LORD, shall 
make Myself known to 
him in a vision. 
I shall speak with him 
in a dream.

1 Kings 3:5
In Gibeon the LORD 
appeared to Solomon 
in a  dream at night; 
and God said, “Ask 
what you wish Me to 
give you.”

Job 33:14-16
“Indeed God speaks 
once, or twice, yet no 
one notices it. In a 
dream, a vision of the 
night, when sound 
sleep falls on men, 
while they slumber in 
their beds, then He 
opens the ears of men, 
a n d s e a l s t h e i r 
instruction...

Matthew 1:20
B u t w h e n h e h a d 
c o n s i d e r e d t h i s , 
behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him 
in a dream, saying, 
“Joseph, son of David, 
do not be afraid to 
take Mary as your 
wife; for the Child who 
has been conceived in 
her is of the Holy 
Spirit.
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Spiritual dreams tend to be highly 
interpretative and require you to think quite 
a bit to figure out what exactly God is telling 
you. Ask for His help as He knows all of the 

answers and will help you understand.

unlock the Biblical power of night visions

Matthew 2:12
And having been warned by 
God in a dream not to return to 
Herod, the magi left for their 
own country by another way.

Matthew 2:13
Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to Joseph in a  dream and said, 
“Get up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to 
Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod 
is going to search for the Child to destroy Him.”
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Genesis 40:8-13

Dream: So the chief cupbearer told his dream 
to Joseph, and said to him, “In my dream, 
behold, there was a vine in front of me; and on 
the vine were three branches. And as it was 
budding, its blossoms came out, and its 
clusters produced ripe grapes. Now Pharaoh’s 
cup was in my hand; so I took the grapes and 
squeezed them into Pharaoh’s cup, and I put 
the cup into Pharaoh’s hand.” 

Interpretation: Then Joseph said to him, “This is 
the interpretation of it:  the three branches are 
three days; within three more days  Pharaoh will 
lift up your head and restore you to your office; 
and you will put Pharaoh’s cup into his  hand 
according to your former custom  when you were 
his cupbearer...”

Genesis 40:16-19

Dream: When the chief baker saw that he had 
interpreted favorably, he said to Joseph, “I also 
saw in my dream, and behold, there were 
three baskets of white bread on my head; and 
in the top basket there were some of all sorts 
of baked food for Pharaoh, and the birds were 
eating them out of the basket on my head.”

Interpretation: Then Joseph answered and said, 
“This is  its interpretation: the three baskets are 
three days; within three more days  Pharaoh will 
lift up your head from  you and will hang you on a 
tree, and the birds will eat your flesh off you.”

Genesis 41:17-32

Dream: So Pharaoh spoke to Joseph, “In my 
dream, behold, I was standing on the bank of 
the Nile; and behold, seven cows, fat and sleek 
came up out of the Nile, and they grazed in 
the marsh grass. Lo, seven other cows came 
up after  them, poor and very ugly and gaunt, 
such as I had never seen for ugliness in all the 
land of Egypt; and the lean and ugly cows ate 
up the first seven fat cows. Yet when they had 
devoured them, it could not be detected that 
they had devoured them, for they were just as 
ugly as before. Then I awoke. I saw also in my 
dream, and behold, seven ears, full and good, 
came up on a single stalk; and lo, seven ears, 
withered, thin, and scorched by the east wind, 
sprouted up after them; and the thin ears 
swallowed the seven good ears. Then I told it 
to the magicians, but there was no one who 
could explain it to me.”

Joseph the Dreamer
Then they said to him, “We have had a dream and there is no one 
to interpret it.” Then Joseph said to them, “Do not interpretations 
belong to God? Tell it to me, please.”

Interpretation: Now Joseph said to Pharaoh, “Pharaoh’s dreams are one and the same;  God has told to Pharaoh what He is about to do. The seven good 
cows are seven years; and the seven good ears  are seven years; the dreams  are one and the same. The seven lean and ugly cows that came up after 
them  are seven years, and the seven thin ears scorched by the east wind will be seven years  of famine. It is  as  I  have spoken to Pharaoh: God has 
shown to Pharaoh what He is about to do. Behold, seven years of great abundance are coming in all the land of Egypt; and after them  seven years  of 
famine will come, and all  the abundance will  be forgotten in the land of Egypt, and the famine will ravage the land.  So the abundance will be unknown 
in the land because of that subsequent famine; for it will be very severe. Now as  for the repeating of the dream  to Pharaoh twice,  it means that the 
matter is determined by God, and God will quickly bring it about.
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BEL IEF  IN  DREAMS
DAN IEL  2 :1-12

    Now in the second year of the reign of 
Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar had 
dreams; and his spirit was troubled and 
his sleep left him. Then the king gave 
orders to call in the magicians, the 
conjurers, the sorcerers and the 
Chaldeans to tell the king his dreams. So 
they came in and stood before the king. 
    The king said to them, “I had a dream 
and my spirit is anxious to understand 
the dream.” 
    Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in 
Aramaic: “O king, live forever! Tell the 
dream to your servants, and we will 
declare the interpretation.” 
    The king replied to the Chaldeans, “The 
command from me is firm: if you do not 
make known to me the dream and its 
interpretation, you will be torn limb from 
limb and your houses will be made a 
rubbish heap. But if you declare the 
dream and its interpretation, you will 
receive from me gifts and a reward and 
great honor; therefore declare to me the 
dream and its interpretation.” 
    They answered a second time and said, 
“Let the king tell the dream to his 
servants, and we will declare the 
interpretation.” 
    The king replied, “I know for certain 
that you are bargaining for time, 
inasmuch as you have seen that the 
command from me is firm, that if you do 
not make the dream known to me, there is 
only one decree for you. For you have 
agreed together to speak lying and 
corrupt words before me until the 
situation is changed; therefore tell me 
the dream, that I may know that you can 
declare to me its interpretation.” 
    The Chaldeans answered the king and 
said, “There is not a man on earth who 
could declare the matter for the king, 
inasmuch as no great king or ruler has 
ever asked anything like this of any 
magician, conjurer or Chaldean. Moreover, 
the thing which the king demands is 
difficult, and there is no one else who 
could declare it to the king except gods, 
whose dwelling place is not with mortal 
flesh.” 
    Because of this the king became 
indignant and very furious and gave 
orders to destroy all the wise men of 
Babylon.

Absolute Belief
Nebuchadnezzar obviously had a firm belief in 
dreams. After all, he threatened to kill the only 
people who could possibly interpret it if they were 
unable to interpret it. When you put people’s lives 
on the line for the sake of dream interpretation, you 
have no doubt in that dreams can be interpreted.

Now Nebuchadnezzar is a pagan king who doesn’t 
necessarily believe in Yahweh.  He is also looking to 
have this dream from God translated to Him 
through demonic, counterfeit sources as is the 
custom he is used to.

It’s good that the king required these sources to also 
tell him what he dreamed without explaining it to 
them. Had he actually told them what he dreamed, 
they would have probably come up with their own 
fake or demonic interpretations. 

DANIEL  LEARNS  THE  DREAM
DAN IEL  2 :19 ;26-30

    (19) Then the mystery was revealed to 
Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel 
blessed the God of heaven; 
    (26-30) The king said to Daniel, whose 
name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to 
make known to me the dream which I have 
seen and its interpretation?” 
    Daniel answered before the king and 
said, “As for the mystery about which the 
king has inquired, neither wise men, 
conjurers, magicians nor diviners are able 
to declare it to the king. However, there 
is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, 
and He has made known to K i ng 
Nebuchadnezzar what will take place in 
the latter days. This was your dream and 
the visions in your mind while on your 
bed. 
    “As for you, O king, while on your bed 
your thoughts turned to what would take 
place in the future; and He who reveals 
mysteries has made known to you what 
will take place. But as for me, this 
mystery has not been revealed to me for 
any wisdom residing in me more than in 
any other living man, but for the purpose 
of making the interpretation known to the 
king, and that you may understand the 
thoughts of your mind.

God: The Source of Interpretation
It is made clear through Daniel’s experience that 
God is the source of true dream interpretation. In 
fact he writes a little poem about it in Daniel 2:20-23. 
In this particular situation there is no way Daniel 
could have even come up with an interpretation 
because he didn’t even know the dream. But God 

gave Daniel the same dream and the interpretation 
so he was now the supernatural voice of Yahweh to 
a pagan king.

Again, when God gives you a dream, He knows the 
interpretation. Sometimes it may be more literal of a 
dream, but in this case it was not. The king’s dream 
was highly interpretative and you can tell that God 
had quite a hand in explaining it to Daniel due to 
how symbolic it was.

THE  DREAM
DAN IEL  2 :31-35

    “You, O king, were looking and behold, 
there was a single great statue; that 
s ta tue , wh i ch was l arge and o f 
extraordinary splendor, was standing in 
front of you, and its appearance was 
awesome. 
    “The head of that statue was made of 
fine gold, its breast and its arms of 
silver, its belly and its thighs of bronze, 
its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and 
partly of clay. 
    “You continued looking until a stone was 
cut out without hands, and it struck the 
statue on its feet of iron and clay and 
crushed them. Then the iron, the clay, the 
bronze, the silver and the gold were 
crushed all at the same time and became 
like chaff from the summer threshing 
floors; and the wind carried them away so 
that not a trace of them was found. But 
the stone that struck the statue became 
a great mountain and filled the whole 
earth. 

THE  INTERPRETAT ION
DAN IEL  2 :36-45

    “This was the dream; now we will tell its 
interpretation before the king. 
    “You, O king, are the king of kings, to 
whom the God of heaven has given the 
kingdom, the power, the strength and the 
glory; and wherever the sons of men 
dwell, or the beasts of the field, or the 
birds of the sky, He has given them into 
your hand and has caused you to rule 
over them all. You are the head of gold. 
    “After you there will arise another 
kingdom inferior to you, then another 
third kingdom of bronze, which will rule 
over all the earth. 
    “Then there will be a fourth kingdom as 
strong as iron; inasmuch as iron crushes 
and shatters all things, so, like iron that 
breaks in pieces, it will crush and break 
all these in pieces. 
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    “In that you saw the feet and toes, 
partly of potter’s clay and partly of iron, 
it will be a divided kingdom; but it will 
have in it the toughness of iron, inasmuch 
as you saw the iron mixed with common 
clay. 
    “As the toes of the feet were partly of 
iron and partly of pottery, so some of the 
kingdom will be strong and part of it will 
be brittle. 
    “And in that you saw the iron mixed 
with common clay, they will combine with 
one another in the seed of men; but they 
will not adhere to one another, even as 
iron does not combine with pottery. 
    “In the days of those kings the God of 
heaven will set up a kingdom which will 
never be destroyed, and that kingdom 
will not be left for another people; it will 
crush and put an end to all these 

kingdoms, but it will itself endure 
forever. 
    “Inasmuch as you saw that a stone was 
cut out of the mountain without hands and 
that it crushed the iron, the bronze, the 
clay, the silver and the gold, the great 
God has made known to the king what will 
take place in the future; so the dream is 
t r u e a n d i t s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i s 
trustworthy.”

Discerning Your Dream’s Source
As you read through this dream and it’s 
interpretation, you might get the feeling that there 
really is something supernatural about it. It just 
seems to cry out for an interpretation. That must 
have been how Nebuchadnezzar felt since he 
probably didn’t threaten all the wise men’s lives 
every time he had a dream. He determined there 
was something different about this one. In fact, the 
Bible says that his spirit was troubled after having 
had this dream.

It’s important to pay attention to your dreams. 
Sometimes it may look so wacky that you’re sure 
you just ate some bad ice cream before you went to 
bed. Most of us wouldn’t think twice abut a dream 
like Nebuchadnezzar’s because it seems so random 
to us. We’ve been taught that it’s always your 
brain’s way of sorting things out.

Of course, I do not deny that our brains sort things 
out and cause us to dream. These are natural 
dreams. But beyond that, I truly believe that there is 
a supernatural element to dreaming—both Godly 
and demonic.
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Dreams from God
I once had a dream in which the main focus was on 
a spider. And I’m not talking about your typical 
daddy-long-legs-spider—no this spider wasn’t that 
big. But for a small thing it was rather scary looking. 

I was staring into a mirror as it began to crawl 
across it. I was staring at myself, but all I saw as this 
tiny, ugly thing. It drew all of my attention. I was 
focused on it and I decided I was going to kill it.

For some reason I wanted to find scissors so I could 
cut it in half and not have to touch it with my hand. 
I couldn’t find any so I decided to ignore the spider 
and just let it live. I ignored it for quite some time 
but eventually tried to kill it again. We battled back 
and forth until I had chased it into the middle of the 
room.

At this point I grabbed a clear container and 
trapped the spider in it. There were three candles 
inside of the container. I don’t know if they had 
been there all along or if they just appeared. All I 
know is that they were there and they ignited in 
flames and killed the flower.

Typically I would never give a dream like this a 
second thought, but in this case I did since I had 
been reading a book on dreams. And after thinking 
through it for a bit, the interpretation came to me.

The spider in this dream represented sin which was 
something I was always focused on. I had a hard 
time ever relating to God because I was so focused 
on everything I was doing wrong all the time. I 
constantly felt guilty and found myself tripping in 
sin. So here I was, staring at a mirror of myself, but 
focused on the tiny spider crawling across my 
reflection. I didn’t want to touch it, but I wanted to 
kill it.

Finally, I gave it to God and He supernaturally got 
rid of it—burned it to a crisp. A common 
interpretation of fire is the Holy Spirit. And since I 
had three candles, I interpreted each to represent a 
part of the Trinity.

It may sound petty to you, but for me this was a 
dream of redemption and power. It was something I 
needed to hear and I got to hear it from God instead 
of some sermon somewhere.

Natural Dreams
Oh man, where do I start?

When I was young I had a crush on Mary Kate and 
Ashley and watched there detective videos all the 
time. I always wanted to go on one of their 
adventures with them so I decided I would do it in 
my dreams. I would think about it as hard as I could 
before I went to bed in hopes that these thoughts 
would become dreams. One night, I pulled it off. 
Except we were adventuring around my old church 
I think. Kind of weird.

This morning, I spent some time with David 
Crowder. Well, in my dreams anyways. He was a 
pretty chill guy. He was playing one of his new 
songs.

Once, Scott Bakula, the main dude from Quantum 
Leap, was a drummer in my praise band at church. 
Come on, you know that’s epic.

Another time, The Fray was my church worship 
band, which of course was awesome, so I tweeted it 
in the dream. I then woke up and tweeted the dream 
in real life.

In one dream Jodi made me work at her salon with 
her. I’ve cut my own hair like 15 times and was 
successful about once, so I figured I could help. But 
Jodi wouldn’t give me any of her equipment to cut 
hair and about 50 people came in that day including 
David Hewlett from Stargate Atlantis (I dream a lot 
about celebrities apparently).

You know the mobile game Angry Birds? In one 
dream I made an even better app. It was about a 
fridge. Then I woke up and realized the dream 
made absolutely no sense.

I once had a dream that my friend Casey Mellinger 
took a train to go to Texas to help deliver a baby. He 
took my mother to help out.

The Joker from Batman was trying to kill me inside 
a Target once. The store went under quarantine and 
I blacked out. When I woke up, I saved Batman.

And for one of my personal favorites: Alec 
Baldwin’s pants turned everyone at Wal-Mart into 
zombies. Pretty sure that one falls under the natural 
dreams section...

Demonic Dreams
NOTE: I don’t have a picture to represent demons, but 
I’ve met two people recently who are very afraid of 
butterflies, so above is apparently a very scary picture.

In a class, I once heard someone mention that they 
had been having a reoccurring dream for some time. 
Having had a great interest in dreams, I was 
attracted to her story and approached her after class. 
After all, reoccurring dreams tend to yell “LISTEN 
TO ME!” And I was curious as to what exactly it 
was that she was listening to.

I knew her well enough to ask about it and so she 
began to explain it to me. The dream was about a 
relative of hers. I’m sketchy on the details as to why 
she thought it, but the main gist of the dream was 
that this relative was never going to be saved. 
Perhaps people in the dream told her that. Or 
maybe it was just an overwhelming feeling within 
the dream. Either way, that was the main storyline: 
this person would never be saved.

She seemed to kind of be at peace with it and 
perhaps even figured it was a spiritual dream from 
God. However, there is nothing Godly in this dream 
at all. I didn’t believe it was God telling her that this 
person would never be saved—that’s not what He 
sounds like.

“Does this dream tend to be black and white?” I 
asked.

“Actually, I think it is,” she responded.

This is not uncommon with demonic dreams. God’s 
dreams sometimes burst with color and promise. 
Demonic dreams are full of lies and darkness.

I explained to her that I thought this dream was 
demonic and that she had been lied to over and over 
again. “If anything,” I said, “God may have a huge 
future for this person and the demons don’t want 
you to try to save her because of it.”

That’s not to say that every dark dream you have is 
demonic. But you should be aware that demons can 
cause you much agitation through their nightmares. 
In fact, many people who have had night terrors in 
the past have been freed of them after a demonic 
deliverance. That’s not to say however that you 
have a demon if you have a demonic dream.
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Things to Pay Attention to in Dreams
You should always lean on God for the interpretation of your dream as He is the 
interpreter. However, it’s good to be knowledgeable about what to look for in your 
dreams. Who knows how many dreams we’ve missed because we weren’t.
Color
As mentioned earlier, it’s 
helpful to pay attention to the 
color of your dreams. This will 
help you determine what kind 
of dream it is. God’s dreams 
tend to be colorful while 
demonic dreams tend to be 
dark and black and white.

Key People
Who are the key characters in 
your dreams? What do they 
mean to you? Their position 
in your life may help you 
understand their purpose in 
t he d ream. A re t hey a 
mentor? Father? Mother? 
Pastor? Their relation to you 
may be key to the message 
they represent in your dream. 
Or pe rhaps they a re a 

celebrity that you don’t even 
know. In that case, what do 
they represent?

Numbers
If you hear or see a number in 
your dream, try to remember 
it. Numbers might be warning 
you to look into something. 
Most commonly they may be 
referring you to a Bible 
p a s s a g e . I f y o u c a n 
remember the number, God 
may lead you to the proper 
book of the Bible.

Symbols
Many times we don’t think of 
interpret ing our dreams 
because they seem so weird. 
We wake up laughing at how 
odd it was and tell it to our 

f r i e n d s j o k i n g l y . B u t 
throughout the Bible God 
spoke to His people through 
symbols and metaphors. He 
is a God of mysteries and at 
times, speaks mysteriously. 
So if you see a lot of weird 
things in your dreams, ask 
G o d i f t h e r e ’ s a n y 
metaphorical substance to 
them.

Reoccurring Dreams
If you have the same dream 
more than once, God (or 
satan) may be screaming 
“LISTEN TO ME!” If it’s God, 
pay special attention.

Dreams for Others
Did you realize that both 
Joseph and Daniel’s dream 

interpretations affected the 
world around them? Joseph 
helped a huge amount of 
people survive a famine. 
Daniel’s dream interpretation 
helped save a bunch of 
people from being killed. 
Sometimes God will give you 
either a dream or a dream 
interpretation so that you can 
serve someone else. Of 
course this will require you to 
maybe look a little crazy to 
others when you confront 
them about a dream you had. 
But if you think it’s from God, 
you should do it. Be brave.

Dreams for Yourself
Sometimes God gives you a 
dream just for yourself. I 
realized that I was quick to tell 
people about my dreams and 

experience rather than keep it 
to myself as something to 
keep between God and I. Of 
course it’s not bad to share 
your dreams, just make sure 
you do so them appropriately.

The Future and the Present
God’s dreams are always 
prophetic, but may not always 
b e a b o u t t h e f u t u r e . 
Somet imes He may be 
speaking to your present 
state and trying to help you 
through something that is 
going on in your life. Other 
times he may be giving you a 
dream about something that 
will happen in the future. As 
you have seen, many of 
Joseph and Daniel’s dreams 
and dream interpretations 
were about the future.

Keep a Dream Journal
You may be asleep when it happens, but dreaming with God 
still requires effort. You’ll find that sometimes you’ll wake up 
from a dream that you thought was from God and yet you have 
no energy to write it down anywhere. Get up and do it. You’d 
be surprised how many dreams you can lose simply by trying 
to recall it later. Be faithful and pursue God by writing down 
anything that you think might be from Him. Keep a journal (or 
iPad) at your bedside.

You may even want to write down any dream you have at all so 
that you can look over it later—whether you think it’s 
supernatural or not. Sometimes it helps to take down the 
details and find the interpretation later when you’re more 
awake.

In the past I think that I have actually found myself trying to 
interpret natural dreams as spiritual dreams. If that happens to 
you, it’s okay. It’s good practice to stretch your mind and you’ll 
begin to learn what is and is not God.

Rely on God
Remember, God is the one who gives the dreams. You can learn 
many great things about interpreting dreams but you need to 
work with God to find the interpretation. It requires you to 
both listen AND think.

The Dream Language
I originally learned about dreams from a writer named James W. Goll. He and his wife wrote 
a book called The Dream Language and it was the first book about God’s supernatural ways 
that I ever read. I wasn’t entirely sure what to expect from it when I picked it up from the 
store, but I was glad that I made the effort to read it.

It’s packed full of Biblical backing as well as amazing personal stories. He dives deep into all 
kinds of dreams and educates the reader as to how to discern one from the other. Much of 
what I have learned about dreams and taught in this document has come out of this book and 
if you are interested in learning more about it, I highly suggest giving it a read.

As I read through this book, I began to experience dreams—I didn’t experience them all the 
time, but I’ve had enough of them to fill up a little journal. It makes me wonder if there were 
any dreams I had before this moment that I missed simply because I never knew God worked 
in this way.

Some remember their dreams more than others, but I hope that your mind will at least be 
open to the idea of dreaming with God from this point forward. Sometimes God tends to 
work with what you’re learning, so ask Him for some dreams and see if He gives you any. He 
may want to teach you how He uses them.

And if you do not dream and learn all about it and still do not dream, do not be upset. If you 
crave it, keep asking for it. But if God never uses you in that way, you should not envy 
someone else because they do dream. Maybe he just speaks to you in a different way. We are 
all unique and relate to God differently.

But still—if you want it, ask.


