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APOLLOS AND THE SCRIPTURES
Acts 18:24-28 describes Apollos as an 
eloquent man who was mighty in the 
Scriptures. He had been instructed in 
the way of the Lord, had a fervent 
spirit, and taught the things concerning 
Jesus. He greatly helped those who 
believed through grace and powerfully 
refuted the Jews in public, showing in 
the Scriptures that Jesus was Christ.

APOLLOS AND THE SUPERNATURAL
There isn’t actually much written about 
Apollos in the Bible, but we do know 
that he worked with Paul and the other 
disciples and taught many about Jesus. 
Considering those whom he worked 
with and the time in which he lived, it 
only makes sense that he was well 
acquainted with seeing the power of the 
Holy Spirit at work.
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Field Preaching
Many supernatural things started 
to happen in Wesley’s ministry 
when he started to preach to 
gatherings in the fields.

APOLLOS
I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o:

SUPERNATURAL BELIEFS IN THE METHODIST TRADITION
Due to a lack of experience, many churches do not believe that the Holy Spirit does anything supernatural in the 
world today. However, if we read into our history, we find that Methodism was birthed along the supernatural.

Many thought that John Wesley, the 
founder of Methodism, was in danger of 
bringing fanaticism to his ministry. Fanaticism, 
during his time, is basically the equivalent of 
emotionalism during ours.

For example: many people today accuse 
Pentecostals and Charismatics of being 
emotionalists. Outsiders think that they work 
themselves into a frenzy of emotion and lose 
their minds, while insiders believe that it’s the 
moving of the Spirit.

H a v i n g s p e n t s o m e t i m e a m o n g 
Pentecostals, I’ve seen both sides of the 
spectrum. On one hand I’ve seen emotionalism 
get the best of people, but on the other I’ve 
seen true, authentic moves of the Spirit (which 
can at times look like emotionalism, but is not).

Now if you come from more of an 
evangelical background, you just might lump 
Wesley into emotionalism/fanaticism just as 
many did in his time. There are many Methodists 
today who aren’t aware of their roots and would 
find themselves in opposition to some of the 
things the Spirit did through Wesley. If you don’t 
believe me, try reading his journals!

He opposed fanaticism but believed the 
Holy Spirit caused people to act emotionally. 
Here are a few of his journal entries on some of 
the emotional moments he saw in people at his 
meetings:

“We understood that many were offended 
at the cries of those on whom the power of God 
came, among whom was a physician, who was 
much afraid there might be fraud or imposture in 
the case. Today one whom he had known many 

For a long 
time the church 

has been afraid to 
understand, but now is 

the time to embrace 
the Spirit once 

again
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years was the first (while I was preaching in 
Newgate) who broke out into ‘strong cries and 
tears’. He could hardly believe his own eyes and 
ears. He went and stood close to her, and 
observed every symptom, till great drops of 
sweat ran down her face, and all her bones 
shook. He then knew not what to think, being 
clearly convinced it was not fraud, nor yet any 
natural disorder. But when both her soul and 
b o d y w e re h e a l e d i n a m o m e n t , h e 
acknowledged the finger of God.”

Wesley even describes a similar move of 
the Spirit that happened in his own life:

These two stories are hardly the weirdest 
things Wesley saw the Spirit do in His lifetime. 
Even though he recognized these simple 
physical expressions (shaking, crying, sweating, 
fainting, trembling, and singing) to be caused by 
the Holy Spirit, he had seen in Scripture and in 
his own life that the Spirit was capable of doing 
much, much more.

One of the popular acts of the Holy Spirit 
seen among Charismatic meetings today is 
known as being “slain in the Spirit.” Those who 
are familiar with this work recognize it when 
individuals fall to the ground. Once there, they 
typically enter into a calm state of bliss, or they 
are sent into convulsions. Many understand this 
to be the work of the Spirit, while many others 
claim it to be the work of insanity. But if we look 
to Wesley to find an answer, we would see that 
he believed this to be the power of God.

In one situation, a Quaker was attending 
one of Wesley’s meetings and was growing 

angry with the supposed “work of the Spirit” 
going on around him. Wesley describes him as 
“biting his lips and knitting his brows, when he 
dropped down as thunderstruck.” God 
personally settled the debate for this Quaker by 
slaying Him. When he finally arose from the 
ground, he stated, “Now I know, thou art a 
prophet of the Lord”. This is an obvious change 
in mindset for this Quaker, who only moments 
ago was angry at what he thought to be fraud. 
God, however, showed him otherwise.

This is not the only time something like this 
had happened in Wesley’s life. In a similar 
situation Wesley watched some people convulse 
more violently than he had ever seen. Wesley 
prayed that God would not “suffer those who 
were weak to be offended,” but despite his 
prayers, one woman was very angry. But then, 
Wesley documents her as having “dropped 
down, in as violent an agony as the rest,” 
despite her disposition towards the act. 
Altogether, at least 26 people endured these 
violent convulsions during one service on June 
15, 1739.

Wesley references similar phenomena later 
on in his life. On April 21, of the same year, 
Wesley documented a man trembling violently 
and then sinking down to the ground. In another 
situation “three persons almost at once sunk 
down as dead”. And then, on a wider scale, the 
Spirit performed this same type of work on New 
Year’s Day, 1739. 

It was approximately three in 
the morning and John and 
Charles Wesley were in 
prayer with about sixty 
other men. Wesley wrote 
that “the power of God 
came mightily upon us, 
insomuch that many cried 
out for exceeding joy, and 
many fell to the ground”.

On April 26, Wesley felt the 
Spirit urge him to say something during one of 
his sermons. Wesley, certain that this was of the 
Spirit, obeyed and as a result saw the power of 
God come on several individuals:

“I was sensibly led, without any previous 
design, to declare strongly and explicitly that 
God ‘willeth all men to be thus saved’ and to 

pray that if this were not the truth of God, he 
would not suffer the blind to go out of the way; 
but if it were, he would bear witness to his Word. 
Immediately one and another and another sunk 
to the earth: they dropped on every side as 
thunderstruck.”

Stories similar to these are documented all 
over Wesley’s journal, as are other works of the 
Spirit. But as these stories continued, so did the 
criticism. Many people still did not feel that 
these supernatural events were of God and so 
they rejected them completely.

But despite their rejection, John Wesley 
saw both spiritual and emotional healing come 
from people’s experience with God as they fell 
to the ground. Many times they would rise to 
their feet with a true understanding of God’s 
forgiveness of their sins. Wesley also was 
privileged to see actual physical healing happen.

In one such case of physical healing, a 
woman by the name of Ann Calcut “had been 
speechless for sometime.” Wesley and some 
others began to pray for this woman and just 
about as soon as they had started, her speech 
returned to her. She was apparently healed of 
some other problems too, since Wesley speaks 
of a fever leaving her and “in a few days she 
arose and walked, glorifying God”.

In another story, a middle-aged woman 
was “restored to a sound mind.” Many were 
able to testify that only a few days earlier she 
was “really distracted, and as such tied down in 

her bed”. But Wesley believed the 
power of the Spirit to be greater 

than the pain and sickness of 
the world, and so he prayed 
for this woman regardless of 
what many saw as a dead 
end. God heard the prayers 

of Wesley and others and He 
restored the woman to health.

E v e n We s l e y h i m s e l f h a d 
experienced physical healing!

On May 10, 1741, Wesley had become 
quite sick. He had pain in his head as well as his 
back, a fever, and a cough that was so great 
that he could hardly speak. But then a miracle 
happened to Wesley as he “called on Jesus 
aloud.” As he spoke, his pain disappeared, his 
fever left, and his strength returned. And on top 

“THE LOVE OF GOD WAS 
SHED ABROAD IN MY HEART, 
AND A FLAME KINDLED THERE, 
WITH PAINS SO VIOLENT, YET 
SO VERY RAVISHING, THAT MY 
BODY WAS ALMOST TORN 
ASUNDER. I LOVED. THE SPIRIT 
CRIED STRONG IN MY HEART. I 
SWEATED. I TREMBLED. I 
FAINTED. I SUNG. I JOINED MY 
VOICE WITH THOSE THAT 
EXCEL IN STRENGTH.”

“the power of God 
came mightily upon 

us, insomuch that many 
cried out for exceeding 
joy, and many fell to the 

ground.”



[4]

of that, he felt no weakness or pain for many 
weeks after.

But perhaps one of the craziest healing 
miracles Wesley ever saw was at the deathbed 
of Mr. Meyrick, on December 20, 1742. A doctor 
had told Wesley that this man was not expected 
to make it through the night. This word was 
confirmed when Wesley arrived at Mr. Meyrick’s 
side:

“I went to him, but his pulse was gone. He 
had been speechless and senseless for some 
time. A few of us immediately joined in prayer. (I 
relate the naked fact.) Before we had done his 
sense and his speech returned.”

Wesley was obviously impressed by the 
finger of God upon this situation as he then 
wrote in his journal, “Now he that will account 
for this by natural causes has my free leave. But 
I choose to say, This is the power of God.”

It was a miracle! God had answered 
prayers and raised the dead! But this was not 
the end of the story. Five days later, on 
Christmas, Mr. Meyrick was expected again to 
not make it to the morning. And so, on 
December 25, Wesley recorded in his journal the 
continuation of a miracle.

“I went up and found them all 
crying about him, his legs being 
cold and (as it seemed) dead 
already. We all kneeled down 
and called upon God with 
strong cries and tears. He 
opened his eyes and called 
for me. And from that hour 
he continued to recover his 
strength, till he was restored to 
perfect health.”

Another work of the Spirit that many 
Christians today either caution against or do not 
believe in is that of dreams and visions. But, just 
as Wesley believed in the Spirit’s power to heal, 
slay, or simply bring a person to tears, so did he 
believe in the supernatural power of dreams and 
visions. We are able to read his opinion on this 
matter in his journal. There he includes a 
summary of the letters he wrote to an opponent 
who had advised him against believing in such 
things.

“What I have to say touching visions or 
dreams is this: I know several persons in whom 
this great change [being free of sin to do the will 
of God] was wrought, in a dream, or during a 

strong representation to the eye of their mind, of 
Christ either on the cross or in glory. This is the 
fact; let any judge of it as they please.”

Towards the end of his response to his 
opponent, Wesley grows stronger in his opinion 
of the existence of this work of the Spirit:

“…God does now, as aforetime, give 
remission of sins and the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
even to us and to our children; yea, and that 
always suddenly, as far as I have known, and 
often in dreams or in the visions of God. If it be 
not so, I am found a false witness before God. 
For these things I do, and by his grace will 
testify.”

As we have seen already, the Holy Spirit 
made Himself known to John Wesley in many 
ways. But what we have not yet talked about is 
Wesley’s involvement with the Spirit in liberating 
demoniacs. Christians have read in their Bible’s 
about the Spirit’s power to do such a thing, yet 
many today have not seen anything like it 
(outside of Hollywood’s representation). But 
Wesley saw it in his own life many times.

One man, by the name of John Haydon, 
was reported to have been reading a sermon, 
when “he changed colour, fell off his chair, and 

began screaming terribly and beating 
himself against the ground.” 

Wesley arrived at the scene only 
to be accused by the demon 
as “a deceiver of the people.” 
The demon pretended to be 
a manifestation of the Holy 
Spirit in hopes to turn people 

against Wesley, but Wesley 
fought back. He and all the 

others there began to pray. Soon, 
Haydon’s “pangs ceased and both his body 

and soul were set at liberty”.
Sometimes these demonic deliverances did 

not take too long. For example, it only took 
about fifteen minutes to deliver one particular 
woman from “the pangs of death”. But other 
deliverances lasted much longer, such as 
Wesley’s encounter with the young woman from 
Kingswood. He describes in his journal not only 
the physical manifestation of these demons, but 
he also records what the demons spoke to him.

“I found her on the bed, two or three 
persons holding her. It was a terrible sight. 
Anguish, horror, and despair, above all 
description, appeared in her pale face. The 

thousand distortions of her whole body showed 
how the dogs of hell were gnawing her heart. 
The shrieks intermixed were scare to be 
endured. But her stony eyes could not weep. 
She screamed out, as soon as words could find 
their way, ‘I am damned, damned; lost forever. 
Six days ago you might have helped me. But it 
is past. I am the devil’s now. I have given myself 
to him. His I am. Him I must serve. With him I 
must go to hell. I will be his. I will serve him. I will 
go with him to hell. I cannot be saved. I will not 
be saved. I must, I will, I will be damned.’ She 
then began praying to the devil.”

Wesley and the others with him began to 
sing a hymn that was popular at that time, which 
was written by John’s brother, Charles. “Arm of 
the Lord, awake, awake!” they sang, which 
caused the demoniac to immediately sink down. 
But then, the demon manifested again, this time 
even more intensely. Charles joined John in 
prayer around 9:00 and together they prayed 
past 11:00. Over two hours were spent on this 
deliverance alone. These are only two examples 
of deliverances that John Wesley took part in, 
but he documented many others in his journals 
as well.

I f we decide to ignore a l l of the 
supernatural encounters found in Wesley’s life or 
even if we choose to write them off as insanity 
or mere coincidence, we will find ourselves 
admiring an incomplete and fictional John 
Wesley. This revivalist, so it seems, was quite 
Charismatic in his approach to church, because 
he allowed the Holy Spirit room to work through 
him not just in the natural, but the supernatural 
as well. And if Wesley had not allowed the Holy 
Spirit to use him in such ways, many would not 
have been touched by God in the way that they 
had been. Our history would have been entirely 
different.

“Now he that will 
account for this by 

natural causes has my 
free leave. But I choose 

to say, this is the 
power of God.”
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The Desire for Free Methodists to Walk in the Power of the Holy Spirit is Not New
We’ve taken a look at the origination of Methodism and have seen 

quite clearly how supernaturally active the Spirit was in John Wesley’s 
ministry. There are still many more stories that could have been 
shared on this subject, so take a look through some of Wesley’s 
journals if you’re interested in hearing more.

Now seeing as how we are specifically a Free Methodist 
Church, you might be curious if there’s anything in our 
background in regards to this topic. The answer: yes. 
Actually, B.T. Roberts, the father to Free Methodism, expressed 
a good interest in the supernatural works of the Holy Spirit. In fact, 
in his book Fishers of Men, Roberts wrote an entire chapter called 
“Feeling.”

Throughout this chapter, Roberts addressed phenomena that 
happened throughout the past revivals of people like John Wesley, 

Charles Finney, and others. He then expressed his feelings as to how 
we should desire it today. For this reason, his entire chapter on 

feeling have been included here in this packet.
Roberts was ahead of his time when it came to the topic of 
women in ministry. He was proposing the idea far before 
many had considered it and it took time to really get people to 

support such a radical idea for the time. Today in the Free 
Methodist Church, we have no problem with women in ministry. 

Perhaps it’s time that we take a look at his desire for the supernatural and 
see if he was ahead of his time once again.

NOTE:
Pages 6-14 of are taken 
right out of BT Robert’s 
book Fishers of Men. They 
have been copied out a 
program by Google that 
tries to turn text in a 
picture into text that 
can be copied and pasted. 
For that reason, please 
excuse any typos and 
missing footnotes.

RESOURCES FOR FURTHER STUDY DOWNLOAD FISHERS OF MEN FREE METHODIST CHURCH USA

Fishers of Men is actually public 
domain. You can download a PDF 
or ebook copy of it for free by 
searching for it on:
www.books.google.com

You can learn more about the 
Free Methodist Church of 
America by visiting our 
webpage: 
www.fmcusa.org

BENJAMIN 
TITUS 

ROBERTS

THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE 
FREE METHODIST TRADITION
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Chapter XII: Feeling
"So that the fishes of the sea shall shake 

at my presence."— Ezek. xxxviii, 30.
No movement becomes great and 

permanent until it takes hold of the feelings of 
men. The intellect may be informed and the 
judgment convinced, and men remain passive 
and quiet; but let the emotions become aroused, 
and energetic action follows. Is it because the 
majority of our people do not know that the sale 
of intoxicating liquors as a beverage is a most 
damnable business that they throw around it the 
sanctions of law? Or is it rather because, having 
always been accustomed to it, they are 
indifferent? But let the people, as in the state of 
Maine, become aroused to its enormities, and it 
is outlawed with other great crimes against 
humanity. Is it because a majority of the people 
in our country are not convinced of the truth of 
Christianity that they are so indifferent to its 
claims? Ninety-nine out of every hundred are as 
well satisfied of the truth of the Bible, as they are 
of any other truths by which they are influenced. 
To bring them to act, they need to have their 
dormant consciences awakened and their 
sensibilities aroused.

Men ought to feel . God gives us 
sensibilities that we may feel. It is a false 
refinement, or a criminal process, by which the 
sensibilities are so mastered that, under no 
circumstances, is any emotion manifested. It 
requires a long process of hardening, to bring 
persons into that fearful state described in the 
Scriptures as "being past feeling." If anything 
should stir our feelings to the lowest depths it is 
the Christian religion.

Every part of man's nature that can be 
moved by intelligent appeals—his judgment, his 
sense of duty, his fears, and his hopes, his 
affections, and sympathies, his love of 
happiness, and his dread of suffering, of 
exposure and of shame—each and all are 
appealed to in the strongest manner by the 
Gospel of Christ, to lead wandering men back to 
their allegiance to God. These appeals ought to 
arouse the most careless and melt the hardest 
hearted. But many not only resist the claims of 

God, and listen to his earnest appeals with 
indifference, if not with secret or open scorn, but 
cover with opprobrious epithets, those who act 
as if they believe the awful truths which God has 
so clearly revealed.

To gain Heaven, one must be most 
thoroughly in earnest. Our Saviour tells us that, 
"The kingdom of Heaven suffereth violence and 
the violent take it by force."—Mat. xi, 12. 
Violence is the highest pitch of earnestness. But 
the "violent"— those who are habitually in 
earnest—take the kingdom "by force"—by the 
most strenuous exertions. We must then, if we 
would gain Heaven, put forth the most 
persevering efforts on our part and encourage 
others to do the same. We must, in whatever 
department Christ calls us to labor, do our work, 
with fidelity; and, with increasing intensity of 
purpose to please Him, press on until we reach 
our Heavenly home.

No matter with what alacrity the runner of a 
race begins, if he gives out before the terminus 
is reached, he does not win the prize. The blight 
that destroys the grain just before the golden 
eared harvest invites the reaper's sickle is no 
less detrimental than the early frost that nips the 
infant blade. The emigrant who, having safely 
passed the dangers of the deep, is carried on 
shore to die, fails of realizing his golden visions, 
no less than he who, just as he was going on 
board, expired in the fatherland. So he who 
serves God long and faithfully, but dies an 
apostate, misses Heaven just as surely as if he 
had lived a sinner all his days. "But when the 
righteous turneth away from his righteousness 
and committeth iniquity, and doeth according to 
all the abominations that the wicked man doeth, 
shall he live? All his righteousness that he hath 
done, shall not be mentioned; in his trespass 
that he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he 
hath sinned, in them shall he die."—Ezek. xviii, 
24. Do not say that the self-righteous is meant; 
for the sooner he turns from his spurious 
righteousness the better. If he holds on to that 
he must sink to ruin.

Whoever is thus in earnest, will make 
religion the business of his life. As the plant 
absorbs from the air and earth and water, only 

what is essential to its growth, and allows the 
noxious elements to pass untouched, so you will 
lay every providential occurrence under 
contribution to minister to your growth in grace. 
Tour feelings may fluctuate, but your outward life 
will present to the world a beautiful uniformity. 
You will do right at all times, and under all 
circumstances. In unswerving rectitude you will 
be like the old Roman of whom an enemy bore 
testimony, "That it would be easier to turn the 
sun from his course, than Fabricius from the 
path of honesty." You may be devoid of comfort, 
but instead of neglecting your closet, you will 
visit it the oftener. The smouldering embers of 
the family altar may be nearly extinct; but you 
will only put on the fuel the more carefully, and 
with the breath of prayer, blow them into a 
flame.

Your corruptions may struggle hard for the 
mastery, and, in fact, often prevail; but you will 
wrestle with them the more vigorously and call 
the more imploringly upon God for help, lest 
"these sons of Zeruiah prove too hard" for you. 
He is not in earnest to secure his salvation, who, 
upon an interruption of his enjoyments becomes 
careless and prayerless, and in time, immoral 
and wicked.

Many, as soon as they lose the power, think 
themselves fully justified in giving up the form of 
godliness. This is a great mistake. If a man 
faints, it is not the best way to recover him to 
cut off" his head. If your fire goes out, you will 
not warm your room by petulantly throwing off 
the fuel and pouring on water. So, if your 
spiritual affections become languid, use 
incessantly the means of grace. Give yourself no 
rest. Stir up yourself to take hold of God. 
"Strengthen the things that remain, that are 
ready to die."

If you thus earnestly serve God, from deep 
seated principle, he will not leave you long 
without enjoyment. There will soon be a 
supernatural element introduced into your 
religion. It will not be a bare morality, frigid and 
sparkling as an iceberg. Jesus says: "He that 
hath my commandments and keepeth them, he 
it is that loveth me, and he that loveth me shall 

FROM BT ROBERTS’ BOOK: FISHERS OF MEN
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be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and 
will manifest myself to him."—John xiv, 21.

Just here you will be exposed to danger in 
the opposite direction. You have complained of 
the want of feeling. You may now have so much 
that, unless you are careful, you will grieve the 
Holy Spirit, fall into darkness, and so your last 
state become worse than the first. God will let 
you see something of the magnitude of your 
eternal interests; and, as President Edwards 
says: "Eternal things are so great and of such 
vast concern, that there is great absurdity in 
men's being but lightly moved by them." Your 
heart will be stirred to its lowest depths. The 
world, will pronounce it excitement. Formality 
will decide that you are excited. And the devil, 
seizing an auspicious moment, will whisper to 
you, in the kindest manner, "May this not be 
mere excitement?" You reason with him. He is a 
shrewd logician— has had the benefit of six 
thousand years experience, which he well 
knows how to use. Overcome by his sophistry, 
you admit that, perhaps, it was excitement.

It is permitted by the prevailing code of 
fashion, for persons to become excited, on all 
subjects except religion, without losing caste. 
The editor of a leading journal, in describing the 
effects produced in a political meeting by 
singing a political song, says: "The audience 
wrought itself up into a perfect furor, and as the 
last words of the concluding stanza died away in 
a volume of sound, which made the very 
building shake, the whole assemblage rose to 
their feet en masse, and joined in a burst of 
cheering, again and again renewed, amid 
waving of hats, handkerchief and frantic 
demonstrations of delight." This was regarded 
as entirely proper. Men may become "frantic" in 
politics, without causing alarm or condemnation. 
But religious excitement is pronounced 
unbecoming, in the highest degree. All unite in 
applying to it the most opprobious epithets. Vital 
godliness has thus far had to make its way in 
the world under this great disadvantage. The 
Apostles were called "babblers," "fools," and 
said to be "mad," "drunk," and "beside 
themselves." Luther was styled a heretic, and 
Wesley, Whitefield and their coadjutors, fanatics 
and enthusiasts. The same weapon is still 
successfully wielded by the enemy of all 
righteousness. Many, whom the Spirit of God is 
endeavoring to lead into the full liberty of the 

Gospel, and into a great field of usefulness, fail 
of making any considerable progress, because 
they shrink from this cross. They anxiously 
inquire if it is not possible to follow the Lord fully, 
without such manifestations of emotion as 
bring upon them the reproach of the 
wor ld . Some, bear ing the 
Christian name, many standing 
in Christian pulpits, look 
upon such manifestations 
with suspicion. They do not 
appear to be as much 
afflicted with the indifference 
and worldliness exhibited by 
many of the professed disciples 
of Christ, as with the overpowering 
feeling seen, at times, in a few.

This is the great impediment to the work of 
God, at the present time. The opposition, well 
meant it may be, by many in the church of 
Christ, to all uncommon manifestations of the 
Spirit's influence is, today, effecting more harm 
than the cavils of the skeptic and the sneers of 
the profane. Says President Finney, who was a 
man of piety and learning, whose labors for 
many years were highly blessed in promoting 
revivals of religion, both in this country and in 
England: "I have supposed, and do still 
suppose, that the great reason why revivals of 
religion have not been more deep, permanent 
and sin-subduing is, that the Spirit has been 
unable to proceed beyond a certain limit in his 
work, without meeting with a stern resistance on 
the part of multitudes of professors of religion 
and ministers. They seem, in their unbelief, to 
have prescribed certain limits within which 
revivals should be kept; formed certain notions 
of order, and endeavored to confine the Spirit, 
whenever he should step over into what they 
suppose to be the regions of disorder. For 
myself, I am expecting, as soon as the church 
will consent to it, and the ministry are prepared 
to lead the way, much deeper, more permanent, 
and sin-subduing revivals of religion than the 
world has ever seen. This must be if the world is 
ever to be converted."

While the earnest Christian will uniformly 
walk with the Lord by faith, and thus preserve an 
entire consistency of conduct, yet the depth of 
his emotions will vary. A continuance of the 
overpowering emotions that he sometimes 
experiences, would unfit him for the duties of 

life, and exhaust his physical frame. Paul could 
never have preached the Gospel had he always 
been so transported as not to know whether he 
"was in the body or out of the body."

The greatness of the danger to which 
sinners are exposed, shows that it 

is proper for them, and for 
those who are laboring for 

their salvation to manifest, 
at times, the deepest 
e m o t i o n . T h e y h a v e 
wantonly violated the 

divine law, which is holy 
and just and good. They 

have rejected all the overtures 
of mercy. God, who cannot lie, has 

said: "These shall go away into everlasting 
punishment."—Mat. xxv, 46. "And the smoke of 
their torment ascendeth up forever, and ever; 
and they have no rest, day nor night!"—Rev. xiv, 
11. I once saw a man who had stood high in the 
community, but who had violated the laws of his 
country, and was awaiting his sentence to the 
State's prison. Though a strong man, he sobbed 
aloud, and for some minutes could not control 
himself so as to speak. No one who saw him 
could have pronounced his great grief 
extravagant. Shall then the sinner, whose crimes 
in the sight of God are of a far deeper dye, and 
who is exposed to a fate infinitely more dreadful, 
be thought to be unduly excited at the discovery 
of his guilt, though he should "roar by reason of 
the disquietness of his heart."

An aged mother left the home of her youth 
and the graves of her kindred, and with fondest 
hopes, crossed the Atlantic, that she might seek 
her son, in this land of plenty. She found him in a 
prison! I saw her as she reached her hand 
through the iron grating and grasped the hand of 
her loved, though erring child: and "then she 
turned away and sank to the ground, with a grief 
too big for utterance. He must be an unfeeling 
wretch who could ridicule the deep anguish of 
her broken heart. Who then will say that the 
Christian mother is fanatical, who, seeing the 
child of her affections "condemned already," 
waiting only for the ministering spirits of the 
justice of the Almighty, to hurry him away to 
"outer darkness, where is weeping and wailing 
and gnashing of teeth," cries unto God, "with 
groanings that cannot be uttered," to stay the 
avenging sword, and send once more, to his 

LUTHER WAS 
STYLED A HERETIC, AND 

WESLEY, WHITEFIELD AND THEIR 
COADJUTORS, FANATICS AND 

ENTHUSIASTS. THE SAME WEAPON IS 
STILL SUCCESSFULLY WIELDED BY 

THE ENEMY OF ALL 
RIGHTEOUSNESS.
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obdurate heart, the convicting Spirit, to 
persuade him, if possible, to escape the 
damnation of hell? There can be no doubt but 
that his danger is real, and hence no anxiety that 
she can feel is greater than the dreadfulness of 
the exposure will warrant. But we prefer to let 
President Edwards speak on this point. He was 
as pious as he was learned. Dr. Chambers says 
of him:

"Looking to Edwards, we behold the most 
philosophical of all theologians, at the same 
time the humblest and holiest of men." Robert 
Hall pronounces him " The greatest man of the 
world." Through his labors many souls were 
brought to Christ. He is good authority on 
Christian experience. No one will hardly dare to 
charge this eminent Divine and College 
President with either being fanatical himself or 
encouraging fanaticism in others. Edwards says, 
"There is one particular kind of exercise and 
concern of mind, that many have been 
overpowered by, that has been especially 
stumbling to some; and that is, the deep 
concern and distress that they have been in for 
the souls of others. I am sorry that any put us to 
the trouble of doing that which seems so 
needless, as defending such a thing as this. It 
seems like mere trifling in so plain a case, to 
enter into a formal and particular debate, in 
order to determine whether there be anything in 
the greatness and importance of the case that 
will answer, and bear a proportion to the 
greatness of the concern that some have 
manifested. Men may be allowed, from no 
higher a principle than common ingenuity and 
humanity, to be very deeply concerned, and 
greatly exercised in mind, at the seeing others in 
great danger, of no greater calamity than 
drowning or being burned up in a house on fire. 
And if so, then doubtless it will be allowed to be 
remarkable if they saw them in danger of a 
calamity ten times greater, to be still much more 
concerned; and so much more still, if the 
calamity was still vastly greater. And why then 
should it be thought unreasonable, and looked 
upon with a very suspicious eye, as if it must 
come from some bad cause, when persons are 
extremely concerned at seeing others in very 
great danger of suffering the fierceness and 
wrath of Almighty God, to all eternity? And 
besides, it will doubtless be allowed that those 
that have very great degrees of the Spirit of 

God, that is, a spirit of love, may well be 
supposed to have vastly more of love and 
compassion to their fellow creatures, than those 
that are influenced only by common humanity. 
Why should it be thought strange that those that 
are full of the Spirit of Christ, should be 
proportionably, in their love to souls like to 
Christ; who had so strong a love to them, and 
concern for them, as to be willing to drink the 
dregs of the cup of God's fury for them; and at 
the same time that He offered up His blood for 
souls, offered up also, as their high priest, 
strong crying and tears, with an extreme agony, 
wherein the soul of Christ was, as it were, in 
travail for the souls of the elect; and therefore in 
saving them He is said to see of the travail of 
His soul. As such a spirit of love to, and concern 
for souls, was the spirit of Christ, so it is the 
spirit of the Church; and therefore the Church in 
desiring and seeking that Christ might be 
brought forth in the world, and in the souls of 
men, is represented, Rev. xii, as "a woman 
crying, travailing in birth, pained to be 
delivered." The spirit of those that have been in 
distress for the souls of others, so far as I can 
discern, seems not to have been different from 
that of the Apostle who travailed for souls, and 
was ready to wish himself accursed from Christ 
for others. And that of the psalmist.—Ps. cxix, 
53, "Horror hath taken hold upon me, because 
of the wicked that forsake Thy law." And v. 136, 
"Rivers of water run down mine eyes because 
they keep not Thy law." And that of the prophet 
Jeremiah—Jer. iv, 19, "My bowels! my bowels? I 
am pained at my very heart. My heart maketh a 
noise in -me! I cannot hold my peace! Because 
thou hast heard, O my soul, the sound of the 
trumpet, the alarm of war." And so, chap, xi, 1, 
and iii, 17, and xiv, 17, and Isa. xxii, 4. We read 
of Mordecai, when he saw his people in danger 
of being destroyed with a temporal destruction: 
"That he rent his clothes, and put on sackcloth 
with ashes, and went out into the midst of the 
city, and cried with a loud and a bitter cry."—
Esth. iv, 1. And why, then, should persons be 
thought to be distracted, when they cannot 
forbear crying out, at the consideration of the 
misery of those that are going to eternal 
destruction?"

"I have seen," says Finney, "a man of as 
much strength of intellect and muscle as any 
man in the community, fall down prostrate, 

absolutely overpowered by his unutterable 
desires for sinners. I know this is a stumbling-
block for many; and it always will be as long as 
there remain in the church so many blind and 
stupid professors of religion. But I cannot doubt 
that these things are the work of the Spirit of 
God. O that the whole church could be so filled 
with the Spirit as to travail in prayer, till a nation 
should be born in a day."

God does not give any one this travail for 
souls continually, because no one could live 
under it; but every earnest and true Christian 
has it at times, and he that is led by the Spirit 
will have as much of it as he can well endure. If 
you have never felt it, you cannot work 
successfully for souls. Nay, you have good 
reason to fear that you have never yet been 
converted to God, and have never had the Spirit 
of Christ. And the Apostle says, "Now if any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of 
His."—Rom. viii, 9.

The Spirit opens our eyes to the condition 
of sinners. In His light the threatenings with 
which the Bible abounds are clothed with terror. 
Have we, by any act of disobedience, brought 
ourselves within the range of the artillery of 
Sinai? Does the dark cloud of Divine vengeance 
hang over us? The consciousness of our 
condition can but be attended with the deepest 
anguish of Spirit. The soul thus exposed goes 
"mourning all the day long." The sweetest 
pleasures have lost their attractions.

Have we been rescued from our perilous 
condition by the strong arm of Him who is 
mighty to deliver? Do we see others, strangers, 
acquaintances, friends, relatives, in imminent 
danger of the same destruction which so 
r e c e n t l y t h r e a t e n e d u s ? D o e s t h e 
compassionate Spirit of Jesus dwell within us? 
Then, how natural, how unavoidable is it that we 
should manifest, when alive to the condition of 
sinners, the deepest emotion.

Did Christ o'er sinners weep,
And shall our cheeks be dry? 

        Let floods of penitential grief 
Burst forth from every eye.
"In witnessing," says a celebrated English 

phi losopher," first the entreat ies, and 
supplications, and tears, of a convicted, 
condemned, and repentant malefactor, prostrate 
at the feet of his sovereign; and then, the 
exuberance of his joy and gratitude in receiving 
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pardon and life, no one would so absurdly 
misuse language as to call the intensity and 
fervor of the criminal's feelings enthusiastical; 
for however strong or even ungovernable these 
emotions may be, they are perfectly congruous 
with the occasion;—they spring from no illusion; 
but are fully justified by the momentous turn that 
has taken place in his affairs;—in the past hour 
he contemplated nothing but the horrors of an 
ignominious death, but now life and its delights 
are before him. It is true that all men, in the 
same circumstance, would not undergo the 
same intensity of emotion; but all, unless 
obdurate in wickedness, must experience 
feelings of the same quality. And thus, so long 
as the real circumstances under which every 
human being stands in the court of the Supreme 
Judge are clearly understood, and duly felt, 
ENTHUSIASM FINDS NO PLACE; all is real; 
nothing is illusory."

The beggar may become a millionaire, the 
slave a king, with obedient nations at his feet, 
but this improvement in his condition is infinitely 
less than that which the sinner realizes when he 
is made an heir to "an inheritance incorruptible, 
undefined, and that fadeth not away."

Julia was born of respectable parents, and 
carefully tended in her early years. Her mother 
was a prudent, pious woman, but she died when 
Julia was but twelve years of age. The father, 
soon after, took to drinking and gambling, and 
spent all the property he possessed. His 
daughter was brought into the midst of 
profligate associates, and became vicious and 
abandoned. In a fit of intoxication she married a 
worthless, dissipated fellow. When she was 
eighteen years old she was tried for perjury, 
convicted and sentenced to the Sing Sing prison 
for fourteen years. She was naturally intelligent, 
active and energetic, and the limitations of a 
prison had a worse effect upon her than they 
wou ld have had upon a more s to l i d 
temperament. In course of a year or two her 
mind began to sink under the pressure, and 
finally exhibited signs of melancholy insanity. 
Friend Hopper had an interview with her at Sing 
Sing, and found her in a state of deep dejection. 
She afterwards became completely deranged, 
and was removed to the lunatic asylum at 
Bloomingdale. He and his wife visited her there, 
and found her in a state of temporary rationality. 
They took her in a walk with them through the 

grounds; and she enjoyed this little excursion 
very highly. But when one of the company 
remarked that it was a very pleasant place, she 
sighed deeply, and replied:

"Yes, it is a pleasant place to those who 
can leave it. But chains are chains, though they 
are made of gold; and mine grow heavier every 
day." Her temperament peculiarly required 
freedom, and chafed and fretted under restraint. 
Friend Hopper obtained permission for her to 
spend a day and night at his house in the city. 
The visit was found to be beneficial, and after a 
short interval was renewed. She spent several 
days in his family, and conducted with the 
greatest propriety. He soon after applied to the 
Governor for a pardon, which was promptly 
granted. He next provided a suitable home for 
her. When all was arranged, Friend Hopper went 
out to the Asylum to carry the news. Fearful of 
exciting her too much, he asked if she would like 
to go into the city again to spend a fortnight with 
his family. "Indeed," she replied, " I would." He 
promised to take her, and added: "Perhaps thou 
wilt stay longer than two weeks." At last he said, 
"It may be that thou wilt not have to return here 
again."

She sprung up instantly, and looking in his 
face with intense anxiety, exclaimed:

"Am I pardoned? Am I pardoned?" "Yes, 
thou art pardoned," he replied; "and I am come 
to take thee home."

She fell back into her seat, covered her 
face with her hands, and wept aloud. Friend 
Hopper says, 'This was the most affecting scene 
I ever witnessed." Obdurate, indeed, must be 
the heart of that man who could ridicule the 
deep emotion of this child of sorrow in this glad 
hour.

But as great as is the difference between 
an eternity in perdition, and fourteen years in 
prison, so much greater occasion of rejoicing is 
there in the case of every sinner when God says 
to him by the Holy Spirit, "Thy sins, which are 
many, are all forgiven thee." We do not read that 
any of those events, which are admitted to 
justify tumultuous demonstrations of delight 
among men are noticed above; but our Saviour 
has said that, "There is joy in the presence of 
the angels of God over one sinner that 
repenteth.—Luke xv, 10.

H e , t h e n , t h a t c a n w i t n e s s w i t h 
indifference, and coolly criticise a scene that 

sends thrills of joy through all the ranks of the 
angelic hosts, has good reason to conclude that 
the veil is yet upon his heart,—that he has no 
just or proper sense of the magnitude of eternal 
things.

Well may Isaac Taylor say, "When those 
whose temper is abhorrent to religious services 
animadvert sarcastically upon the follies, real or 
supposed, of religionists, there is a sad 
inconsistency in such criticisms, like that which 
is seen when the insane make ghastly mirth of 
the manners, or personal defects of their friends 
and keepers."

The application of the argument is easily 
made. Events that affect greatly our temporal 
welfare justify a manifestation of the deepest 
emotion. But our temporal interests bear no 
comparison to our eternal interests.

Therefore the service of God, affecting, as 
it does, our eternal interests, and those of our 
fellow men, renders a manifestation of the 
deepest emotion entirely proper.

We next adduce a few of the examples of 
Scripture. God manifested himself to Moses 
upon Mount Sinai. And "there were thunders 
and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the 
mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding 
loud; so that all the people that was in the camp 
trembled; and so terrible was the sight, that 
Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake."—Ex. 
xix, Heb. xii, 21. Here was the emotion of fear 
manifested by trembling and quaking. The 
sinner, too, may well "tremble and quake," when 
the thunders of the law are sounding in his ears.

David was a man of great strength of body 
and of mind. In the height of his power he did 
not consider it derogatory to his dignity as a 
king, and a prophet, to give expression, publicly, 
to the highest transports of joy. Read the 
account of his bringing up the ark of the Lord, 
from the house of Obed-edom, to the city of 
David: "And David danced before the Lord with 
all his might; and David was girded with a linen 
ephod. So David and all the house of Israel 
brought up the ark of the Lord with shouting, 
and with the sound of the trumpet. And as the 
ark of the Lord came into the city of David, 
Michal, Saul's daughter, looked through a 
window, and saw King David leaping and 
dancing before the Lord, and she despised him 
in her heart. And Michal, the daughter of Saul, 
came out to meet David, and said, How glorious 
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was the King of Israel to-day, who uncovered 
himself to-day in the eyes of the handmaids of 
his servants, as one of the vain fellows 
shamelessly uncovereth himself!" To this irony 
David replied, "It was before the Lord. And I will 
yet be more vile than this, and will be base in my 
own sight."—2 Sam.vi, 14-22. Are there none at 
the present day who would have united with 
Michal in saying that King David had disgraced 
himself? None, who seem to feel, like her, that 
they have to support the dignity of the church? 
Let them take warning from her, for she bore her 
reproach all her days; while David realized the 
fulfillment of that Scripture, " He that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted."—Luke xiv, 11.

Jeremiah was greatly troubled because of 
the defection of the religious teachers of the 
people. They amused their hearers with fine 
words, and cried, "Peace! Peace! when God had 
not spoken peace." Hear Jeremiah express his 
anguish, "Mine heart within me is broken 
because of the prophets; all my bones shake; I 
am like a drunken man, and like a man whom 
wine hath overcome, because of the Lord, and 
because of the words of his holiness."—Jer. 
xxiii, 9. He knew what it was to be burdened for 
souls.

Daniel does not appear to have been 
wanting in intellect or nerve. The prospect of 
lodging in a den of lions did not frighten him. But 
on seeing a vision from the Lord he says, "There 
remained no strength in me, for my comeliness 
was turned in me into corruption, and I retained 
no strength." His awe was so great that his 
physical frame could not bear up under it—he 
fell prostrate.

On the day of Pentecost, when the Holy 
Spirit was poured out upon the disciples, there 
were such manifestations of feeling that the 
bystanders could account for on no other theory 
than that "These men are full of new wine."—
Acts ii, 13. There was such plausibility in the 
objection, that Peter felt called upon to enter 
into a formal argument to disprove it, "These are 
not drunken as ye suppose, seeing it is but the 
third hour of the day."

When the Revelator, John, saw the Son of 
Man in his glorified body, he thus describes the 
effect that it produced upon him: "And when I 
saw him, I fell at his feet as dead."—Rev. i, 17.

He assures us that in Heaven, there is the 
deepest emotion among the worshippers that 

surround the throne, "And a voice came out of 
the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his 
servants, and ye that fear him, both small and 
great. And I heard as it were the voice of a great 
multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and 
as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, 
Al le luia; for the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth."—Rev. xix, 5, 6.

If you have no sympathy with those who 
praise the Lord audibly in his sanctuary below, 
how do you think you will be prepared to join 
above in this mighty tumult of praise?

No more, or clearer, Scripture proof can be 
required to establish the proposition that the 
religion of the Bible is calculated to stir up the 
deepest feelings of man. If religion is the same 
in every age, and if under the Christian 
dispensation, the Spirit is to be poured out more 
abundantly than ever before, we may then 
expect, that those who are earnestly engaged in 
the service of the Lord, shall manifest, from time 
to time, the deepest emotion.

We refer, also, to the experience of those, 
who, in different branches of the Church of 
Christ, have been eminent for piety and 
usefulness.

The inquiry is often made, why, if this deep 
emotion is essential to the earnest Christian, do 
we not see it manifested among different 
denominations? Our answer is, that we do, 
among the eminently pious of all denominations. 
We will give you as many cases as our limits will 
permit. Luther, having gained the reputation of 
being one of the most learned men of his day, 
became awakened, by alarming providences, to 
his condition as a sinner. He solemnly 
determined to seek after holiness, as eagerly as 
he had pursued knowledge. For nearly two 
years he practiced the greatest austerities, and 
discharged the most self debasing duties. But 
he could find no peace. Sometimes his 
meditations on the divine justice and wrath, 
awakened such terrors in him, that his bodily 
powers failed him, and he sometimes lay 
motionless as if dead. He was found one day, on 
the floor of his cell, without any signs of life. "It 
is in vain," he says to Staupitz, "that I make 
promises to God; sin is always too strong for 
me." Staupitz told him to "look to the wounds of 
Jesus Christ, to the blood which he has shed for 
you; it is there you will see the mercy of God." 
He looked ; and his deep emotions were 

followed by peace of conscience and joy in the 
Holy Ghost. But for these deep stirrings of soul, 
Luther had. never been the reformer he was. 
"arose in my heart. The spirit of mourning was 
taken from me. For some time I could not avoid 
singing psalms wherever I was, but my joy 
became gradually more settled. Thus were the 
days of my mourning ended." From that time, 
Whitefield was a joyous, triumphant Christian, 
and the word which he preached was in 
demonstration of the Spirit and in power.

Whitefield's life furnishes another example 
of the deepest emotion, first of penitence, then 
of joy. Had his conversion been of a superficial 
character, his name would not have gone down 
to posterity as one of the most successful 
preachers of modern times. Whitefield sought 
the Lord in earnest. "He was accustomed to 
select Christ Church meadow as the scene, and 
a stormy night as the time, of his mental 
conflicts. He prostrated his body on the bare 
earth, fasted during Lent, and exposed himself 
to the cold till his hands began to blacken, and, 
by abstinence and inward struggles, so 
emaciated his body as to be scarcely able to 
creep up stairs. For seven weeks he labored 
under a severe illness. It was, in his own 
language, 'a glorious visitation.' f It gave him 
time and composure to make a written record 
and a penitent confession of his youthful sins—
to examine the New Testament, and to seek, by 
prayer, for wisdom and for peace. The blessings 
thus invoked were not denied. 'The day star,' he 
says, Mr. Flavel was an eminent minister of the 
Calvinistic school. His labors were greatly 
blessed. His works are still read with profit, by 
the devout of all denominations. Mr. Flavel gives 
an account of a man that he knew, that was 
wonderfully overcome with divine comforts. It is 
supposed that he relates his own experience. 
He says, " That as the person was traveling 
alone, with his thoughts closely fixed on the 
great and astonishing things of another world, 
his thoughts began to swell higher and higher, 
like the waters in Ezekiel's vision, until at last 
they became an overflowing flood; such was the 
intenseness of his mind, such the ravishing 
tastes of heavenly joys, and such his full 
assurance of his interest therein, that he utterly 
lost all sight and sense of this world, and the 
concernments thereof; and for some hours, 
knew not where he was, nor what he was about; 
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but having lost a great quantity of blood at the 
nose, he found himself so faint, that it brought 
him a little more to himself. And after he had 
washed himself at a spring, and drank of the 
water for his refreshment, he continued to the 
end of his journey, which was thirty miles; and 
all this while was scarce sensible; and says he 
had seve ra l t r ances o f cons ide rab l e 
continuance. The same blessed frame was 
preserved all that night, and in a lower degree, a 
great part of the next day; the night passed 
without one wink of sleep; and yet he declares 
he never had a sweeter night's rest in all his life. 
Still the joy of the Lord overflowed him, and he 
seemed to be an inhabitant of another world. 
And he used, for many years after, to call that 
day one of the days of Heaven; and professed 
that he understood more of the life of Heaven by 
it than by all he books he ever used, or 
discourses he ever entertained about it."

In these deep experiences, is found the 
secret of the strength of those old divines, who 
shook the world in their day, and whose works 
are still exerting a benign influence far and wide.

The revival that took place under the labors 
of Edwards was characterized by the intensest 
feeling. No cold and heartless " profession of 
faith" was regarded in those days as all the 
experience necessary to constitute the sinner a 
child of God.

He gives, with approbat ion, many 
instances of the manifestation of the deepest 
emotion. He says, "Persons are first awakened 
with a sense of their miserable condition by 
nature, the danger they are in of perishing 
eternally, and that it is of great importance to 
them that they speedily escape, and get into a 
better state. Some have had such a sense of the 
displeasure of God, and the great danger they 
were in of damnation, that they could not sleep 
at nights. There have been some instances of 
persons that have had as great a sense of their 
danger and misery, as their natures could well 
subsist under, so that a little more would 
probably have destroyed them."

Of course this deep conviction was not 
produced in the minds of sinners without a 
corresponding depth of emotion in the hearts of 
believers. He represents that " Some persons 
have had longing desires after Christ, which 
have risen to that degree, as to take away their 
natural strength. Some have been so overcome 

with a sense of the dying love of Christ to such 
poor, wretched, and unworthy creatures, as to 
weaken the body. Several persons have had so 
great a sense of the glory of God, and 
excellency of Christ, that nature and life have 
seemed almost to sink under it; and in all 
probability, if God had showed them a little more 
of himself it would have dissolved their frame."

He gives, at considerable length, the 
experience of several individuals whose 
emotions were, at times, overpowering. We can 
find room for a brief account of only one, a 
young lady of "a rational, understanding family." 
She was, before her conversion, of a sober and 
inoffensive conversation, and was a still, quiet, 
reserved person. She was first awakened by 
something she heard her brother say of the 
necessity of being in good earnest in seeking 
regenerating grace, together with the news of 
the conversion of a young woman. Her great 
terror," she said, was, "that she had sinned 
against God;" her distress grew more and more 
for three days, until, (as she said,) she saw 
nothing but blackness of darkness before her; 
and her-very flesh trembled for fear of God's 
wrath. In prayer and reading the Bible she 
sought the Lord for a number of days. One 
morning, on awakening, these words came to 
her mind, "The blood of Christ cleanses from all 
sin;" they were accompanied with a lively sense 
of the excellency of Christ, and His sufficiency 
to satisfy for the sins of the whole world. Her 
mind was led into such contemplations and 
views of Christ, as filled her exceeding full of joy. 
All the next day she felt a constant sweetness in 
her soul. She had a repetition of the same 
discoveries of Christ three mornings together. 
One morning while in the enjoyment of a 
spiritual view of Christ's glory and fullness, her 
soul was filled with distress for Christless 
persons; and she felt in herself a strong 
inclination immediately, to go forth and warn 
sinners; and proposed to her brother to assist 
her in going from house to house. After this, 
seeing three persons lately converted, as they 
stepped in one after another at the door, so 
affected her, and drew forth her love to them, 
that it overcame her, and she almost fainted; 
and when they began to talk of the things of 
religion, it was more than she could bear, they 
were obliged to desist on that account. Soon 
after this, she went to a private, religious 

meeting, and her mind was full of a sense and 
view of the glory of God all the time; and when 
the exercise was ended, some asked her 
concerning what she had experienced ; and she 
began to give them an account; but as she was 
relating it, it revived such a sense of the same 
things, that her strength failed and they were 
obliged to take her and lay her upon the bed. 
Afterward she was greatly affected, and rejoiced 
with these words: 'Worthy is the lamb that was 
slain.' She endured unto the end and died 
triumphantly." He gives this, and some similar 
cases as specimens of the experiences of those 
who shared in this gracious out-pouring of the 
Holy Spirit. It seems to have been a common 
thing among them, for persons to lose their 
strength, as it is now termed.

He says, " It is remarkable, considering in 
what multitudes of instances, and to how great a 
degree, the frame of the body has been 
overpowered of late, that persons' lives have, 
notwithstanding, been preserved, and the 
instances of those that have been deprived of 
reason have been so very few, and those, 
perhaps, all of them persons under the peculiar 
disadvantages of a weak, vapory habit of body. 
A merciful and careful divine hand is very 
manifest in it, that in so many instances where 
the ship has begun to sink, yet it has been 
upheld, and has not totally sunk. The instances 
of such as have been deprived of reason are so 
few, that certainly they are not enough to cause 
us to be in any fright, as though this work that 
has been carried on in the country, was not 
likely to be of beneficial influence, unless we are 
disposed to gather up all we can to darken it, 
and set it forth in frightful colors."

This revival must have exceeded by far, in 
its effects upon the body, any that have taken 
place, of late years, among any denomination in 
this country, to justify him in saying, "that in 
multitudes of instances, the frame of the body 
has been over-powered." Yet, it seems that 
nobody was killed, and but few became 
deranged. Edwards was not in the habit of 
using, in his narratives, the language of 
exaggeration.

"These things did not begin," he says, "in 
this day." “They are not new in their kind ; but 
are things of the same nature as have been 
found, and well approved of in the Church of 
God before, from time to time.
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We have a remarkable instance in Mr. 
Bolton, that noted minister of the Church of 
England, who, being awakened by the preaching 
of the famous Mr. Perkins, minister of Christ in 
the University of Cambridge, was subject to 
such terrors as threw him to the ground, and 
caused him to roar with anguish; and the pangs 
of the new birth in him were such, that he lay 
pale and without sense, like one dead; as we 
have an account in the "Fulfilling of the 
Scripture," the 5th edition, p. 103, 104. We have 
an account in the same page of another whose 
comforts, under the sunshine of God's 
presence, were so great, that he could not 
forbear crying out in a transport, and expressing 
in exclamations, the great sense he had of 
forgiving mercy, and his assurance of God's 
love. And we have a remarkable instance in the 
life of Mr. George Trosse, written by himself, 
(who, from a notoriously vicious, profligate liver, 
became an eminent saint, and minister of the 
Gospel) of terrors occasioned by awakenings of 
conscience, so overpowering the body, as to 
deprive, for some time, of the use of reason.

Yea, such extraordinary, external effects of 
inward impressions, have not only been to be 
found in here and there a single person, but 
there have also before now been times wherein 
many have been thus affected, in some 
particular parts of the Church of God; and such 
effects have appeared in congregations, in many 
at once. So it was in the year 1625, in the west 
of Scotland, in a time of a great out-pouring of 
the Spirit ot God. It was then a frequent thing for 
many to be so extraordinarily seized with terror 
in the hearing of the word, by the Spirit of God 
convincing them of sin, that they fell down and 
were carried out of the church, who afterward 
proved most solid and lively Christians.

Many in France were so wonderfully 
affected with the preaching of the Gospel, in the 
time of those famous divines, Parel and Viret, 
that for a time they could not follow their secular 
business.

Many, in Ireland, in time of a great out-
pouring of the Spirit there in the year 1628, were 
so filled with divine comforts and a sense of 
God, that they had but little use of either meat, 
drink or sleep, and professed that they did not 
feel the need thereof."

E d w a r d s t h u s s h o w s t h a t t h e s e 
manifestations of emotion were common among 

earnest Christians. Of course, the devil was not 
pleased. Too general attention to religion was 
excited, and too many sinners were converted, 
for him to be very well satisfied. He stirred up all 
he could to talk against this way.

Misrepresentations and exaggerations, 
were freely circulated. The ministers chiefly 
instrumental in promoting the revival, were freely 
charged with looking upon them as certain 
evidences of a work of the Spirit. This, against a 
Calvinistic minister, was a most serious charge, 
as according to their theory it could not, from 
any amount of evidence before one's death, be 
certainly ascertained that he was converted. If 
he fell away, the theory was that his apparent 
piety was not real.

Edwards defends these manifestations as 
follows: "Another thing, wherein I think some 
ministers have been injured, is in being very 
much blamed for making so much of outcries, 
faintings and other bodily effects; speaking of 
them as tokens of the presence of God, and 
arguments of the success of preaching; seeming 
to strive to their utmost to bring a congregation 
to that pass, and seeming to rejoice, yea, even 
blessing God for it, when they see these effects.

Concerning this I would observe, in the first 
place, that there are many things, with respect 
to cryings out, falling down, etc., that are 
charged on ministers that they are 'not guilty of. 
Some would have it, that they speak of these 
things as certain evidences of a work of the 
Spirit of God on the hearts of their hearers, or 
that they esteem these bodily effects, 
themselves, to be the work of God, as though 
the Spirit of God took hold of, and agitated the 
bodies of men; and some are charged with 
making these things essential, and supposing 
that persons cannot be converted without them; 
whereas I never yet could see the person that 
held either of these things.

But for speaking of such effects as 
probable tokens of God's presence, and 
arguments of the success of preaching, it seems 
to me they are not to be blamed ; because I 
think they are so, indeed; and, therefore when I 
see them excited by preaching the important 
truths of God's word, urged and enforced by 
proper arguments and mot ives, or as 
consequent on other means that are good, I do 
not scruple to speak of them, and to rejoice in 
them, and bless God for them as such; and that 

for this (as I think) good reason; viz: that from 
time to time, upon proper inquiry and 
examina t ion , and obse rva t ion o f t he 
consequence and fruits, I have found that these 
are all evidences that persons in whom these 
effects appear, are under the influence of God's 
Spirit, in such cases. Cryings out, in such a 
manner, and with such circumstances, as I have 
seen them from time to time, is as much an 
evidence to me, of the general cause it 
proceeds from, as language; I have learned the 
meaning of it the same way that persons learn 
the meaning of language, viz: by use and 
experience. I confess that when I see a great 
crying out in a congregation, in the manner that I 
have seen it, when these things are held forth to 
them that are worthy of their being greatly 
affected by, I rejoice in it much more than merely 
in an appearance of solemn attention, and a 
show of affection by weeping; and that because 
when there have been those outcries, I have 
found from time to time, a much greater and 
more excellent effect."

"The most specious thing that is alleged 
against these extraordinary effects upon the 
body, is, that the body is impaired and the 
health wronged; and that it is hard to think that 
God, in the merciful influences of his Spirit on 
men, would wound their bodies and impair their 
health. But if it were so pretty commonly, or in 
multiplied instances, (which I do not suppose it 
is) that persons receive a lasting wound to their 
health by extraordinary, religious impressions 
made upon their minds, yet it is too much for us 
to determine that God shall never bring an 
outward calamity, in bestowing a vastly greater, 
spiritual and eternal good.

Jacob, in doing his duty in wrestling with 
God for the blessing, and while God was striving 
with him, at the same time that he received the 
blessing from God, suffered a great outward 
calamity from his hand; God impaired his body 
so that he never got over it as long as he lived; 
he gave him the blessing, but sent him away 
halting on his thigh, and he went lame all his life 
after. And yet this is not mentioned as if it were 
any diminution of the great mercy of God to him, 
when God blessed him and called his name 
Israel, because as a prince he had power with 
God, and had prevailed.

We cannot determine that God never shall 
give any person so much of a discovery of 
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himself, not only as to weaken his body, but also 
to take away his life. It is supposed by very 
learned and judicious divines, that Moses' life 
was taken away after this manner ; and this has 
also been supposed to be the case with some 
other saints.

Yea, I do not see any solid, sure grounds 
any have, to determine that God shall never 
make such strong impressions on the mind by 
his Spirit, that shall be an occasion of so 
impairing the frame of the body, and particularly 
that part of the body, the brain, that persons 
shall be deprived of the use of reason. As I said 
before, it is too much for us to determine, that 
God will not bring an outward calamity in 
bestowing spiritual and eternal blessings ; so it 
is too much for us to determine how great an 
outward calamity he will bring. If God gives a 
great increase of discoveries of himself, and of 
love to him, the benefit is infinitely greater than 
the calamity, though the life should presently be 
taken away. We cannot determine how great a 
calamity distraction is, when considered with all 
its consequences, and all that might have been 
consequent, if the distraction had not happened; 
nor indeed, whether(thus considered) it may be 
any calamity at all, or whether it be not a mercy, 
by preventing some great sin, or some more 
dreadful thing if it had not been."

"It is easily accounted for, from the 
consideration of the nature of divine and eternal 
thing?, and the nature of man, and the laws of 
the union between soul and body, how a right 
influence, a true and proper sense of things, 
should have such effects on the body, even 
those that are of the most extraordinary kind, 
such as taking away the bodily strength, or 
throwing the body into great agonies, and 
extorting loud outcries."

We have given extracts from writers of 
other denominations. We have done this on 
purpose. Our object has been to show that 
these manifestations of religious feeling that are 
of late so strongly opposed, have been common 
i n t h o r o u g h r e v i v a l s , a m o n g t h o s e 
denominations that are freest from them now. 
We have room to fortify our position, by only a 
brief reference to Methodist writers. These 
manifestations have been common among them 
as a denomination, from the beginning.

Almost all their books of biography and 
h is to ry abound wi th accounts o f the 

extraordinary effects produced upon the body 
by the outpouring of the Spirit.

Wesley says: "While I was preaching at 
Newgate, on these words: 'He that believeth 
hath everlasting life,' I was insensibly led without 
any previous design, to declare 
strongly and explicitly, that God 
willeth 'all men to be thus 
saved,' and pray, that 'if this 
were not the truth of God, 
he would not suffer the blind 
to go out of the way; but if it 
were, He would bear witness 
to His word.' Immediately one, 
and another, and another, sunk to 
the earth ; they dropped on every side 
as thunderstruck. One of them cried aloud. We 
besought God in her behalf and He turned her 
heaviness into joy. A second being in the same 
agony, we called upon God for her also ; and He 
spoke peace unto her soul. In the evening I was 
again pressed in spirit to declare, that ' Christ 
gave himself a ransom for all.' And almost 
before we called upon Hira to set His seal, He 
answered. One was so wounded by the sword 
of the Spirit, that you would have imagined she 
could not live a moment. But immediately His 
abundant kindness was shown, and she loudly 
sang of His righteousness."

"Many were offended again, and indeed 
much more than before. For at Baldwin street 
my voice could scarce be heard, amidst the 
groanings of some, and the cries of others, 
calling to Him that is mighty to save.' I desired 
all that were sincere of heart, to beseech with 
me the Prince exalted for us, that He would 
'proclaim deliverance to the captives.' And He 
soon showed that He heard our voice. Many of 
those who had been long in darkness, saw the 
dawn of a great light; and ten persons, I 
afterward found, then began to say in faith, ' my 
Lord and my God.' A Quaker who stood by, was 
not a little displeased at the dissimulation of 
these creatures, and was biting his lips, and 
knitting his brows, when he dropped down as 
thunderstruck. The agony he was in was even 
terrible to behold. We besought God not to lay 
folly to his charge. And he soon lifted up his 
head and cried aloud, 'Now I know thou art a 
prophet of the Lord.'"

"While I was earnestly inviting all sinners to 
'enter into the holiest,' by this 'new and living 

way,' many of those that heard, began to call 
upon God with strong cries and tears. Some 
sunk down, and there remained no strength in 
them, others exceedingly trembled and quaked; 
some were torn with a kind of convulsive motion 

in every part of their bodies, and that 
so violent, that often four or five 

persons could not hold, one of 
them. I have seen many 
hysterical and epileptic fits; 
but none of them were like 
these in many respects. I 

immediately prayed, that God 
would not suffer those who 

were weak to be offended. But 
one woman was offended greatly; 

being sure they might help it if they would—no 
one should persuade her to the contrary, and 
was got three or four yards, when she also 
dropped down, in as violent an agony as the 
rest. Twenty-six of those who had been thus 
affected, (most of whom during the prayers 
which were made for them, were in a moment 
filled with peace and joy) promised to call upon 
me the next day. But only eighteen came; by 
talking closely with whom, I found reason to 
believe some of them had gone home to their 
house justified. The rest seemed to be waiting 
patiently for it."

We cannot forbear giving as a specimen, a 
few extracts from the account which Bangs 
gives of a wonderful revival that took place in 
1775 and 1776. He quotes from Asbury's 
Journal the narrative given by the Rev. Mr. 
Jarratt, a minister of the Church of England, who 
participated largely in that revival, and 
contributed by his labors to its advancement. 
Mr. Jarratt says: "I have no doubt but that the 
work now carrying on is genuine; yet there were 
some circumstances attending it which I 
disliked; such as loud outcries, tremblings, 
fallings and convulsions. But I am better 
reconciled since I read President Edwards on 
that head, who observes, ' that whenever these 
most appear, there is always the greatest and 
the deepest work.' There is another thing which 
has given me much pain; the praying of several 
at one and the same time. Sometimes five or 
six, or more have been praying all at once, in 
several parts of the room, for distressed 
persons. Others were speaking by way of 
exhortation, so that the assembly appeared to 

... THESE MANIFESTATIONS 
OF RELIGIOUS FEELING THAT ARE OF 
LATE SO STRONGLY OPPOSED, HAVE 

BEEN COMMON IN THOROUGH REVIVALS, 
AMONG THOSE DENOMINATIONS THAT 

ARE FREEST FROM THEM NOW. 
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be all in confusion, and must seem to one at a 
little distance, more like a drunken rabble than 
the worshiping of God; I was afraid that was not 
doing all things in decency and in order. Indeed, 
Dr. Edwards defends this also. But yet, I am not 
satisfied concerning it. But as this abated, the 
work of conviction and conversion usually 
abated too."

One of his correspondents, a local 
preacher, wrote him thus: "It is common with us 
for men and women to fall down as dead under 
an exhortation, but many more under prayer, 
perhaps twenty at a time. And some that have 
not fallen to the earth, have shown the same 
distress, wringing their hands, smiting their 
breasts and begging all to pray for them."

Mr. Lee, in an account which he gives of a 
revival in 1787, says: "Hundreds of the believers 
were so overcome with the power of God that 
they fell down, and lay helpless on the floor or 
on the ground ; and some of them continued in 
that helpless condition for a considerable time, 
and were happy in God beyond description. 
When they came to themselves, it was generally 
with loud praises to God, and with tears and 
expressions enough to melt the hardest heart."

The next day, " while the ministers were 
preaching, the power of the Lord was felt among 
the people in such a manner that they roared 
and screamed so loud that the preacher could 
not be heard, and he was compelled to stop. 
Many of the wealthy people, both men and 
women, were seen lying in the dust, sweating 
and rolling on the ground in their fine 
broadcloths or silks, crying for mercy."

The more valuable a currency, the more 
liable it is to be counterfeited. It is so with 
religion—both as a whole and in all its parts. We 
never hear of infidels being deceived in those 
who claim to be infidels. But it sometimes turns 
out that those who profess to be Christians are, 
in reality, sinners. Some who claim to be 
governed by Christian integrity, are wanting in 
common honesty. That man, so gentlemanly, 
and quiet, and liberal, so free from every thing 
like having demonstrations, was clearly 
convicted of several forgeries, which he 
committed while superintendent of the Sabbath 
school; and, in all financial matters, the most 
prominent member of the church. But shall we 
cease to insist upon righteousness, as an 
essential element of the Christian character, 

because some assume to have it, who have it 
not? There is no doubt but that the less said 
upon this point, the more easy it is to multiply 
converts.

Let there be, in any community, the 
manifestations of deep, religious feeling and 
strong faith in God, and it is probable that there 
will be imitations. Paul says that "the kingdom of 
God," or true religion in the soul of man, " is 
righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost."—Rom. xiv, 17. The righteousness and 
the peace are imitated, why should we not 
expect that the joy will be? The only reason why 
there is not more of the counterfeit, is because 
there is so little of the genuine. When Moses 
wrought his miracles before Pharaoh, the 
Egyptians did the same, on a smaller scale, with 
their enchantments.

In Job's day, " When the sons of God came 
to present themselves before the Lord, Satan 
came also among them."—Job i, 6.

Paul says: "Satan himself is transformed 
into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great 
thing if his ministers also be transformed as the 
ministers of righteousness."—2 Cor. xi, 14, 15. 
The man who prayed the loudest and longest in 
a prayer-meeting which we once attended, on 
the way home alone that evening, stole some 
cattle feeding by the road-side, drove them all 
night, and sold them in the morning. The 
wickedest man may appear to be the most 
engaged in religion. But shall we, on that 
account, oppose all manifestations of the Spirit? 
Because some who shout in meetings do not 
live right at home, shall we cease to insist upon 
"joy in the Holy Ghost" as an essential 
part of true religion? We might, 
with the same propriety, give up 
integrity. There is a still 
stronger reason for giving up 
sound doctrine—for even 
"The devils also believe and 
tremble."—Jas. ii, 19.

To t h e s u p e r n a t u r a l 
element in Christianity there is the 
strongest opposition. On this account, 
many who have felt its power, are ready to 
ignore it upon what seems to be a plausible 
pretext. It was so in Paul's day. "Are ye so 
foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now 
made perfect by the flesh?"—Gal. iii, 3. It was 
so in Wesley's day. He says: "We met at Fetter 

Lane, to humble ourselves before God, and own 
he had justly withdrawn his Spirit from us, for 
our manifold unfaithfulness. We acknowledged 
our having grieved him by our divisions; one 
saying, 'I am of Paul;' another, 'I am of Apollos,' 
by our leaning again to our own works, and in 
trusting in them, instead of Christ, by ' our 
re s t i n g i n t h e s e l i t t l e b e g i n n i n g s o f 
sanctification,' which it had pleased him to work 
in our souls; and, above all, by blaspheming his 
work among us, imputing it either to nature, to 
the force of imagination and animal spirits, or 
even to the delusion of the devil. In that hour we 
found God with us as at the first. Some fell 
prostrate upon the ground. Others burst out, as 
with one consent, into loud praise and 
thanksgiving. And many openly testified, there 
had been no such day as this since January the 
first, preceding."

We must learn to take forth the precious 
from the vile, "that we may be to the people as 
the mouth of God."—Jer. xv, 19, We must "Try 
the Spirits whether they aTe of God," (1 John iv, 
1,) lest we " be found even to fight against 
God."— Acts v, 39.

T h e c l o v e n f o o t c a n n o t l o n g b e 
s u c c e s s f u l l y c o n c e a l e d . I f p h y s i c a l 
manifestations are from self, or from Satan, 
there will, in time, be apparent a self-sufficient 
spirit that refuses to be instructed or reproved; 
or a bitter spirit that treats as enemies those by 
whom he is not received; or an ambitious spirit 
that endeavors to create a party that he may 
lead; or an indolent spirit that neglects, by 
faithful labor, to earn an honest living; or an 

evident neglect of the duties growing out 
of the established relations of life. 

These are not the fruits of the 
Spirit. Charity does not require 
you to act as if they were.
B u t i f t h e S p i r i t t h a t 
overpowers the physical 

strength, or excites to unusual 
manifestations, leaves the one 

upon whom it operates, more 
humble and teachable, more careful of 

the feelings of others, more considerate, and 
more conscientious in the discharge of the 
practical, every-day duties of life, do not, as you 
would save yourself from spiritual death, dare to 
oppose it. "And see thou hurt not the oil and the 
wine."—Rev. vi, 6.

TO THE 
SUPERNATURAL 

ELEMENT IN CHRISTIANITY 
THERE IS THE STRONGEST 

OPPOSITION
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POWER IN ACTS

An Account of Power 
All throughout the Bible 
there are miraculous 
stories that happen when 
God shows up on the scene. 
And after the church 
received the Holy Spirit, 
God’s miracles began to  
happen all over the place 
as we see in the 
description of the early 
church found in Acts. 
Their ministry was one of 
power as the Spirit 
ministered through them.

You will receive 
power when the 

Holy Spirit has come 
upon you.

Speaking in foreign tongues (2:4)
Appeared to be drunk (2:13, 15)

Signs and wonders (2:43)
Healing of a cripple (3:6-8)

Inspired David’s prophetic words (3:25)
Healed the sick (5:16)

Healed those afflicted by demons (5:16)
Signs and wonders (6:8)

Vision (7:55)
Signs and wonders (8:6, 13)

Deliverance (8:7)
The paralyzed and the lame healed (8:7)

The Holy Spirit speaks (8:29)
Philip was snatched away (8:39)

Vision (9:10-12)
Healing (9:34)

Raising the dead (9:36-41)
Vision (10:3)
Trance (10:10)

The Holy Spirit speaks (10:19)

Tongues (10:46)
Prophecy of the future (11:28)
The Holy Spirit speaks (13:2)

Affliction (13:9-11)
Continually filled with the Spirit (13:52)

Signs and wonders (14:3)
Healing (14:8-10)

The Holy Spirit forbids (16:7)
Vision (16:9)

Deliverance (16:18)
Vision (18:9)

Tongues (19:6)
Prophecy (19:6)

Extraordinary miracles (19:11)
Raising the dead (20:9-10)

The Holy Spirit speaks (20:23)
Appointing (20:28)
Impressions (21:4)
Prophecy (21:9-10)


