
QUICK INTRODUCTION TO HEALING
When it comes to spiritual gifts, people probably believe the most in healing—though it’s usu-
ally God at work through the “surgeon’s hands” rather than the Holy Spirit. And it seems that 
when God does show up and supernaturally heal someone, He doesn’t even get the credit. 
People assume the doctor had the wrong diagnosis before they truly believe it was God.

On top of that, many Christians have left the faith or have grown angry with God because of 
this spiritual gift. Perhaps they’ve lost a loved one and have blamed it on God. Or perhaps 
they prayed for healing and it never came. Whatever the case may be, healing can become a 
very confusing gift to operate in.

Tonight at Apollos, we will watch a documentary by Darren Wilson entitled The Finger of 
God. This movie focuses in on a few supernatural themes such as signs and wonders and heal-
ing. My goal in showing you this movie tonight is to give you visual proof of God’s healing 
powers. And since this movie is about the length of the Apollos class, we will meet up again 
next week to talk more in depth about healing. But tonight I want you to see it in action.

Try to find time before next Monday to look over and meditate on the verses below. What can 
you learn about healing through them? Be prepared to discuss your thoughts next week.

HEALING IN THE GOSPELS (ESV TR ANSL ATION)
Matthew 4:23-25
And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and  proclaiming the gospel 
of the kingdom and  healing every disease and every affliction among the people. So his fame 
spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various 
diseases and  pains, those oppressed by demons, epileptics, and  paralytics, and he healed 
them. And great crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and 
Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.

Matthew 8:1-3
When he came down from the mountain,  great crowds followed him. And behold, a leper  
came to him and  knelt before him, saying, "Lord, if you will, you can make me clean." And 
Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, "I will; be clean." And immediately his 
leprosy was cleansed. 

Matthew 8:5-13
When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing to him, "Lord, my 
servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly." And he said to him,  "I will come and 
heal him." But the centurion replied,  "Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof, 
but  only say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I too am a man under authority, 
with soldiers under me. And I say to one,  'Go,'  and he goes, and to another, 'Come,'  and he 
comes, and to my servant,  'Do this,' and he does it." When Jesus heard this,  he marveled and 
said to those who followed him, "Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith. 
I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer 
darkness. In that place there will  be weeping and gnashing of teeth." And to the centurion Je-
sus said, "Go; let it be done for you as you have believed." And the servant was healed at that 
very moment. 

Matthew 8:14-17
And when Jesus entered Peter's house, he saw his mother-in-law lying sick with a fever. He  
touched her hand, and the fever left her, and she rose and began to serve him. That evening 
they brought to him many who were  oppressed by demons, and he cast out the spirits  with a 
word and healed all who were sick. This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah:  
"He took our illnesses and bore our diseases." 
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Matthew 9:1-8
And getting into a boat he crossed over and came to  his own city. And behold, some people 
brought to him a paralytic, lying on a bed. And when Jesus  saw their faith, he said to the para-
lytic, "Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven." And behold, some of the scribes said to 
themselves, "This man is blaspheming." But Jesus,  knowing  their thoughts, said, "Why do you 
think evil in your hearts? For which is easier, to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Rise and 
walk'?  But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins" --he 
then said to the paralytic-- "Rise, pick up your bed and go home." And he rose and went home. 
When the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and they glorified God, who had given such author-
ity to men. 

Matthew 9:18-26
While he was saying these things to them, behold, a ruler came in and  knelt before him, say-
ing,  "My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live." And 
Jesus rose and followed him, with his disciples. And behold, a woman  who had suffered from 
a discharge of blood for twelve years came up behind him and touched  the fringe of his gar-
ment, for she said to herself, "If I only touch his garment, I will be made well." Jesus turned, 
and seeing her he said, "Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well." And instantly  
the woman was made well. And when Jesus came to the ruler's house and saw  the flute play-
ers and the crowd making a commotion, he said, "Go away, for the girl is not dead but sleep-
ing." And they laughed at him. But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and  
took her by the hand, and the girl arose. And the report of this went through all that district. 

Matthew 9:27-31
And as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, crying aloud, "Have mercy 
on us,  Son of David." When he entered the house, the blind men came to him, and Jesus said 
to them, "Do you believe that I am able to do this?" They said to him, "Yes, Lord." Then he 
touched their eyes, saying, "According to your faith be it done to you." And their eyes were 
opened. And Jesus sternly warned them,  "See that no one knows about it." But they went 
away and spread his fame through all that district.

Matthew 9:32-33
As they were going away, behold, a demon-oppressed man who was mute was brought to 
him. And when the demon had been cast out, the mute man spoke.

Matthew 9:35-38
And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and pro-
claiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. When he 
saw the crowds,  he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless,  like 
sheep without a  shepherd. Then he said to his disciples,  "The harvest is plentiful, but the la-
borers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest." 

Matthew 10:1
And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast 
them out, and to heal every disease and every affliction. 

Matthew 10:5-8
These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them,  "Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no 
town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And proclaim as 
you go, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.' Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lep-
ers, cast out demons. You received without paying; give without pay. Acquire no gold nor sil-
ver nor copper for your belts, no bag for your journey, nor two tunics nor sandals nor a staff, 
for the laborer deserves his food. 
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Matthew 11:2-6
Now when John heard  in prison about the deeds of  the Christ, he sent word by  his disciples 
and said to him, "Are you  the one who is to come, or shall  we  look for another?" And Jesus 
answered them, "Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the 
lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor 
have good news preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by me." 

Matthew 12:9-14
He went on from there and  entered their synagogue.  And a  man was there with a withered 
hand. And they asked him,  "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?" -- so that they might accuse 
him. He said to them,  "Which one of you who has a sheep, if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, 
will not take hold of it and lift it out?  Of how much more value is a man than a sheep! So it is 
lawful to do good on the Sabbath." Then he said to the man,  "Stretch out your hand."  And  the 
man stretched it out, and it was restored, healthy like the other. But the Pharisees went out and 
conspired against him, how to destroy him.

Matthew 12:22
Then a  demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute was brought to him, and he healed 
him, so that the man spoke and saw. 

Matthew 14:34-36
And when they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret. And when the men of that 
place recognized him, they sent around to all that region and  brought to him all who were sick 
and implored him that they might only touch  the fringe of his garment. And as many as 
touched it were made well. 

Matthew 15:29-31
Jesus went on from there and walked  beside the Sea of Galilee. And he  went up on the moun-
tain and sat down there. And great crowds came to him, bringing with them  the lame, the 
blind, the crippled, the mute, and many others, and they put them at his feet, and he healed 
them, so that the crowd wondered, when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled healthy, the 
lame walking, and the blind seeing. And  they glorified the God of Israel.

Matthew 21:18-22
In the morning, as he was returning to the city,  he became hungry. And seeing a fig tree by the 
wayside, he went to it and found nothing on it but only leaves. And he said to it,  "May no fruit 
ever come from you again!"  And the fig tree withered at once. When the disciples saw it, they 
marveled, saying,  "How did the fig tree wither at once?" And Jesus answered them,  "Truly, I 
say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what has been done to the 
fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, 'Be taken up and thrown into the sea,' it will 
happen. And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith." 

Mark 5:2-15
And when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, immediately there met him out of the tombs a 
man with an unclean spirit. He lived among the tombs. And no one could bind him anymore, 
not even with a  chain, for he had often been bound with shackles and chains, but he wrenched 
the chains apart, and he broke the shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to subdue him. 5 
Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was always crying out and cutting 
himself with stones. And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and  fell down before him. And  
crying out with a loud voice, he said,  "What have you to do with me, Jesus,  Son of  the Most 
High God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me." For he was saying to him,  "Come out of 
the man, you unclean spirit!" And Jesus asked him,  "What is your name?"  He replied,  "My 
name is  Legion, for we are many." And he begged him earnestly not to send them out of the 
country. Now a great herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, and they begged him, say-
ing, "Send us to the pigs; let us enter them." So he gave them permission. And the unclean spir-
its came out, and entered the pigs, and the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down 
the steep bank into the sea and were drowned in the sea. The herdsmen fled and told it in the 
city and in the country. And people came to see what it was that had happened. And they 
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came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed  man, the one who had had  the legion, sitting 
there, clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid.

Mark 6:1-6
He went away from there and came to  his hometown, and his disciples followed him. And  on 
the Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and  many who heard him were astonished, 
saying, "Where did this man get these things?  What is the wisdom given to him?  How are such 
mighty works done by his hands? Is not this  the carpenter, the son of Mary and  brother of 
James and Joses and Judas and Simon?  And are not his sisters here with us?" And  they took 
offense at him. And Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without honor, except in his home-
town and among his relatives and in his own household." And  he could do no mighty work 
there, except that  he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed them. And  he marveled 
because of their unbelief.

Mark 6:12-13
So they went out and  proclaimed  that people should repent. And they cast out many demons 
and  anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them. 

Mark 7:24-30
And from there he arose and went away to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And he entered a 
house and did not want anyone to know, yet he could not be hidden. But immediately a 
woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit heard of him and came and fell down at 
his feet. Now the woman was a  Gentile, a Syrophoenician by birth. And she begged him to 
cast the demon out of her daughter. And he said to her,  "Let the children be fed first, for it is 
not right to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs." But she answered him,  "Yes, 
Lord; yet even the dogs under the table eat the children's  crumbs." And he said to her,  "For 
this statement you may go your way; the demon has left your daughter." And she went home 
and found the child lying in bed and the demon gone. 

Mark 7:32-35
And they brought to him  a  man who was deaf and  had a speech impediment, and they 
begged him to lay his hand on him. And  taking him aside from the crowd privately, he put his 
fingers into his ears, and  after spitting touched his tongue. And looking up to heaven,  he 
sighed and said to him, "Ephphatha,"  that is, "Be opened." And his ears were opened, his 
tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 

Mark 8:23-25
And  he took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the village, and when  he had  spit 
on his eyes and  laid his hands on him, he asked him, "Do you see anything?" And he looked 
up and said, "I see men, but they look like trees, walking." Then Jesus  laid his hands on his 
eyes again; and he opened his eyes, his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly. 

Mark 9:17-29
And someone from the crowd answered him,  "Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has  a 
spirit that makes him mute. And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams 
and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and  they were 
not able." And he answered them,  "O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you?  How 
long am I to bear with you?  Bring him to me." And they brought the boy to him. And when the 
spirit saw him, immediately it  convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, 
foaming at the mouth. And Jesus asked his father,  "How long has this been happening to 
him?"  And he said,  "From childhood. And it has often cast him into fire and into water, to 
destroy him. But  if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us." And Jesus said 
to him,  'If you can'! All things are possible for one who believes." Immediately the father  of the 
child cried out  and said,  "I believe;  help my unbelief!" And when Jesus saw that  a crowd 
came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it,  "You mute and deaf spirit, I 
command you, come out of him and never enter him again." And after crying out and  con-
vulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said,  "He 
is dead." But Jesus  took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. And when he had  
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entered the house, his disciples asked him privately,  "Why could we not cast it out?" And he 
said to them,  "This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer." 

Mark 10:46-52
And they came to Jericho. And  as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a great crowd, 
Bartimaeus,  a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. And when he 
heard that it was  Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say,  "Jesus, Son of David, have 
mercy on me!" And many  rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more,  
"Son of David, have mercy on me!" And Jesus stopped and said,  "Call him."  And they called 
the blind man, saying to him,  "Take heart. Get up; he is calling you." And throwing off his  
cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. And Jesus said to him,  "What do you want me to do for 
you?"  And the blind man said to him,  "Rabbi, let me recover my sight." And Jesus said to him,  
"Go your way; your faith has made you well."  And immediately he recovered his sight and 
followed him on the way. 

Luke 4:16-21
And he came to  Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And  as was his custom,  he went to 
the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up  to read. And  the scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll  and found the place where it was written, "The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."  And he rolled up 
the scroll  and gave it back to the attendant and  sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue 
were  fixed on him. And he began to say to them,  "Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in 
your hearing."

Luke 6:17-19
And  he came down with them and stood on a level place, with  a great crowd of his disciples 
and a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the seacoast of  Tyre and 
Sidon, who came to hear him and to be healed of their diseases.  And those who were troubled 
with unclean spirits were cured. And all the crowd sought to touch him, for  power came out 
from him and healed them all. 

Luke 7:11-17
Soon afterward  he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a great crowd went with 
him. As he drew near to the gate of the town, behold, a man who had died was being carried 
out,  the only son of his mother, and she was a  widow, and a considerable crowd from the 
town was with her. And when the Lord saw her,  he had compassion on her and  said to her,  
"Do not weep." Then he came up and touched  the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said,  
"Young man, I say to you, arise." And the dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus  gave 
him to his mother. Fear seized them all, and  they glorified God, saying,  "A great prophet has 
arisen among us!" and "God has visited his people!" And this report about him spread through 
the whole of Judea and all the surrounding country. 

Luke 10:10-16
Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And there was a woman who 
had had  a disabling spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not fully straighten 
herself. When Jesus saw her, he called her over  and said to her,  "Woman, you are freed from 
your disability." And he  laid his hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and 
she  glorified God. But  the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus  had healed on the 
Sabbath, said to the people,  "There are six days in which work ought to be done. Come on 
those days and be healed, and not on the Sabbath day." Then the Lord answered him,  "You 
hypocrites! Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger 
and lead it away to water it?  And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan 
bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath day?" 
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Luke 17:11-19
On the way to Jerusalem  he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. And as he en-
tered a village, he was met by ten lepers,  who stood at a distance and lifted up their voices, 
saying,  "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us." When he saw them he said to them,  "Go and show 
yourselves to the priests."  And as they went they were cleansed. Then one of them, when he 
saw that he was healed, turned back,  praising God with a loud voice; and  he fell on his face at 
Jesus' feet, giving him thanks. Now he was  a Samaritan. Then Jesus answered,  "Were not ten 
cleansed? Where are the nine?  Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this 
foreigner?" And he said to him,  "Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well." 

Luke 22:49-51
And when those who were around him saw what would follow, they said,  "Lord, shall we 
strike  with the sword?" And one of them struck the servant  of the high priest and cut off his 
right ear. But Jesus said, "No more of this!"  And he touched his ear and healed him.

John 5:2-14
Now there is in Jerusalem by  the Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaic  called Bethesda,  which has 
five roofed colonnades. In these lay a  multitude of invalids--blind, lame, and paralyzed. One 
man was there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there 
and knew that he had already been there a long time, he said to him, "Do you want to be 
healed?" The sick man answered him, "Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the wa-
ter is stirred up, and while I am going another steps down before me." Jesus said to him,  "Get 
up, take up your bed, and walk." And at once the man was healed, and he took up his bed and 
walked. Now that day was the Sabbath. So the Jews said to the man who had been healed,  "It 
is the Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to take up your bed." But he answered them,  "The 
man who healed me, that man said to me, 'Take up your bed, and walk.'" They asked him,  
"Who is the man who said to you, 'Take up your bed and walk'?" Now the man who had been 
healed did not know who it was, for  Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the place. 
Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said to him,  "See, you are well! Sin no more, that 
nothing worse may happen to you."

John 9:1-7 (Read this entire chapter for even greater insight)
As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. And his disciples asked him,  "Rabbi,  who 
sinned,  this man or  his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus answered, "It was not that this 
man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. We must 
work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 
As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world." Having said these things,  he spat on 
the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man's eyes with the mud and 
said to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). So he went and washed and  
came back seeing. 

John 11:32-44 (Read John 11:-1-44 for even greater insight)
Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him,  
"Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died." When Jesus saw her weeping, 
and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he  was deeply moved in his spirit and  
greatly troubled. And he said,  "Where have you laid him?"  They said to him,  "Lord, come 
and see." Jesus wept. So the Jews said,  "See  how he loved him!" But some of them said,  
"Could not he  who opened the eyes of the blind man  also have kept this man from dying?" 
Then Jesus,  deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was  a  cave, and  a stone lay against it. 
Jesus said,  "Take away the stone."  Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,  "Lord, by 
this time there will be an odor, for  he has been dead four days." Jesus said to her,  "Did I not 
tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?" So they took away the stone. 
And Jesus  lifted up his eyes and said,  "Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew 
that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they 
may believe that you sent me." When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice,  
"Lazarus, come out." The man who had died came out,  his hands and feet bound with linen 
strips, and  his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them,  "Unbind him, and let him go." 
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