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Week 4 / Fall 2011 Verses Taken from the NASB

One spiritual gift today that really seems to freak 
people out is prophecy. And with Hollywood’s 
representation of it, it kind of makes sense. Some 
fortune teller’s eyes roll into the back of their 
head and they start speaking in 
some random language as the 
lights dim and tables shake. 
Then they begin to tell you (in a 
creepy voice of course) the 
future that awaits.

And unfortunately, that’s the 
d e m o n i c i m a g e m a n y 
Christians are familiar with 
when it comes to prophecy. 
They  think of mind readers 
and gypsies or cards and 
crystal balls. And I dare say 
that for most evangelicals, 
p r o p h e c y i s t y p i c a l l y 
understood to be demonic. 
“Sure, prophecy happened 
in the Old Testament,” they 
say. “And it even happened 
a bit in the New Testament 
with the Apostles, but any 
of it found in the world today is demonic.”

It’s this fear and misunderstanding of prophecy that 
holds the church back from one of the most powerful  
and desired gifts of God. It denies Moses’ 
enthusiasm “that all the Lord’s people were prophets, 
that the Lord would put His Spirit upon them” (Num 
11:29). It rejects Paul’s hope that you would “pursue 
love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but 
especially that you would prophesy” (1 Cor 1:14).

It is time that we desire prophecy and raise up  God’s 
prophets in this world once again. There is much 
power in being able to proclaim the word of God 
over someone’s life.

Prophecy was so important 
in the Old Testament that 
prophets actually had a 
role among the leadership 
in the kingdom. A prophet 
would be established as the 
voice of God to the king 
that was ruling over Israel 
and this would in return, 
hold the king accountable to 
God’s will and desire.

Prophets did the opposite of 
what priests did. Priests spoke 
up to God to intercede for His 
people. Prophets spoke down 
from God to deliver His word  
over His people. Because of 
what Jesus did on the Cross, we 
are now considered a royal 
priesthood (1 Pe 2:9) and 
pushed by Paul to desire 

prophecy, a gift given to us by  the Holy  Spirit. We, 
today are called to speak up to and down from God. 

Let’s face it: many Christians are experts at speaking 
up to God. But few invest the time and energy it 
takes into learning how to hear God’s voice to speak 
it back down. But when a generation rises up with 
the desire for prophecy as Paul and Moses hoped for, 
the word of the Lord will not be so rare (1 Sa 3:1).

Apollos
The Gift of Prophecy
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Misunderstandings of Prophecy

“All prophecy is all about the future”
Prophecy tends to be thought of as futuristic. Now this is true to a certain 
extent. Obviously, we have tons of prophetic Biblical books that reference the 
future. And all throughout the Old Testament prophets are telling Israel to 
make changes or suffer some specific futuristic consequences. It’s important to 
note, however, that this is all done out of love. It’s not so much doom and 
gloom as it is hope for restoration. God is slow to anger and tries time and 
time again to persuade his people to change out of love all throughout the 
prophetic books. But references to the future is not all that prophecy is.

“All prophecy is just a bunch of weird images”
We also tend to think of prophecy as a bunch of weird visions. And while prophecy is also this, it is not entirely 
visions. In fact, you can prophesy over someone without having any kind of image or vision come to you 
whatsoever. A big part of the reason some think they can’t prophesy is because they simply do not see things.

“All modern day prophecy is false”
If you’re like me, you kind of grew up  under a cessationist understanding of Scripture that claims that signs, 
wonders, miracles, and the gifts of the Spirit came to an end with the apostles. For this reason, many think that 
all prophecy  is a hoax. Many also have come to this conclusion due to the false prophecy they’ve already 
experienced in their own life. After all, the only mentions of prophecy that ever make the headlines are the ones 
that end up being false. On top of that, God only knows how many church signs we have to drive by that state 
that God is coming back again this year (this time on May 21st).

“All modern day prophecy is demonic”
We’ve also bought into the belief that  any supernatural things that happen today are satan and his demons trying 
to fool us. Now, it is true that satan is rather uncreative and tries to mimic God in order to confuse us. For 
example, take a look at Acts 16:16-18:

It happened that as we were going to the place of prayer, a slave-girl having a spirit of divination met us, who 
was bringing her masters much profit by fortune-telling. Following after Paul and us, she kept crying out, 
saying, “These men are bond-servants of the Most High God, who are proclaiming to you the way of 
salvation.” She continued doing this for many days. But Paul was greatly annoyed, and turned and said to the 
spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her!” And it came out at that very moment.

My point in bringing this up, is that we do need to be aware of demons. They  do try to confuse us and bring 
destruction to our lives. But it takes someone with really good discernment to see a demon behind someone 
crying, “These men are bond-servants of the Most High God, who are proclaiming to you the way of salvation.”

Which brings me to my next point. If you want to really claim that  prophecy, among other gifts, is demonic, you 
better really know what you’re talking about, because Jesus was not easy on blasphemy of the Holy  Spirit. 
When the Pharisees accused Him of casting out demons by higher demons, they basically called the Holy Spirit 
a demon. Jesus responded harshly: “Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; 
but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come.”

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2016&version=NASB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2016&version=NASB
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Prophecy in the Early Church
When you think of what you might find in an early church service, what comes to 
mind? Chances are that you will probably think of it as similar to the way we do 
church today. They’d get together in community, sing some songs, listen to a 
message, and possibly grab another coffee on the way out. This is actually all true to 
a certain degree (except for maybe the coffee thing), but altogether, their services 
were much more supernatural. We can see this in 1 Corinthians 14, which is the 
best look at an early church service that we get in the Bible.
1 Corinthians 14:1-6

Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you 
may prophesy. For one who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men 
but to God; for no one understands, but in his spirit  he 
speaks mysteries. But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification 
and exhortation and consolation. One who speaks in a tongue edifies 
himself; but one who prophesies edifies the church. Now I wish that you 
all spoke in tongues, but even more that you would prophesy; and 
greater is one who prophesies than one who speaks in tongues, unless he 
interprets, so that  the church may receive edifying. But now, brethren, if 
I come to you speaking in tongues, what will I profit you unless I speak 
to you either by way of revelation or of knowledge or of prophecy or of 
teaching?

1 Corinthians 14:22-33
So then tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to 
unbelievers; but prophecy is for a sign, not to unbelievers but to those 
who believe. Therefore if the whole church assembles together and all 
speak in tongues, and ungifted men or unbelievers enter, will they not 
say that you are mad? But  if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an 

ungifted man enters, he is convicted by  all, he is called to account by all; the secrets of his heart are disclosed; 
and so he will fall on his face and worship God, declaring that God is certainly among you.

What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, 
has a tongue, has an interpretation Let all things be done for edification. If anyone speaks in a tongue, it should 
be by two or at the most three, and each in turn, and one must interpret; but if there is no interpreter, he must 
keep silent in the church; and let him speak to himself and to God.

Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others pass judgment. But if a revelation is made to another who is 
seated, the first one must keep silent. For you can all prophesy one by  one, so that all may learn and all may be 
exhorted; and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets; for God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as 
in all the churches of the saints.
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Characteristics of Prophecy 
as Defined in 1 Corinthians 14

Edifying (v3) Edifying to the 
whole church (v3)Exhortation (v3)

Consolation (v3)
Prophecy is greater than tongues that have no interpretation (at least in regards to a church service) (v5)

Brings conviction (v24)

Calls someone to account (v24)

Reaches the ungifted or 
unbeliever (v24)

Discloses the secrets of 
the heart (v25)

Brings people to 

worship God (v25)

It proves prophecy is from God (v25)Brings unbelievers 
to Christ! (v24-25)

Prophecy m
ust b

e 

ju
dged (v

29)

Everyone can 

prophesy (v31)
Prophecy can 

be le
arned (v31)
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Learning How to Prophesy
What does Paul mean when he says that we can all 
prophesy one by one? Well, I think he means exactly 
what he means and it makes sense! After all, when 
you prophesy, you are simply  delivering a message 
from the Holy  Spirit who is also called a “Helper.” At 
least that’s how Jesus defines the Spirit in John 
14:16-17.

“I will ask the Father, and He will give you 
another Helper, that He may be with you 
forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom 
the world cannot receive, because it does 
not see Him or know Him, but you know 
Him because He abides with you and will 
be in you.” 

Hearing the Spirit
1 Corinthians 2:10-13

For to us God revealed them 
through the Spirit; for the Spirit 
searches all things, even the 
depths of God. For who among 
men knows the thoughts of a man 
except the spirit of the man which 
is in him? Even so the thoughts of 
God no one knows except the 
Spirit of God. Now we have 
received, not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit who is from 
God, so that we may know the 
things freely given to us by God, 
which things we also speak, not in 
words taught by human wisdom, 
but in those taught by the Spirit, 
combining spiritual thoughts with 
spiritual words.

We see here that we have the 
Spirit of God within us just as we 
have our own spirit within us. 
How do you come to know your 
own thoughts? Where do you go? 
What do you do? Why do we 
always think if the Spirit  is going 
to speak He will be clear and 
audible? What if hearing God’s 
voice really requires us to make 
the effort to listen to His Spirit  as 
we would take the effort to listen 
to our own? Listening in this way 
requires us to discern between His 
thoughts and our own.

The Still Small Voice
1 Kings 19:11-13

So He said, “Go forth and stand 
on the mountain before the 
LORD.” And behold, the LORD 
was passing by! And a great and 
strong wind was rending the 
mountains and breaking in pieces 
the rocks before the LORD; but 
the LORD was not in the wind. 
And after the wind an earthquake, 
but the LORD was not in the 
earthquake. After the earthquake a 
fire, but the LORD was not in the 
fire; and after the fire a sound of a 
gentle blowing. When Elijah heard 
it, he wrapped his face in his 
mantle and went out and stood in 
the entrance of the cave. And 
behold, a voice came to him and 
said, “What are you doing here, 
Elijah?”

It always seems that prophets 
know clearly what God is saying 
to them and so it seems that we 
assume that He must speak to 
them loud and audibly. Interesting 
that this proven prophet leaves his 
cave because he knows God has 
finally come to speak to Him in 
the gentle blowing. Furthermore, 
when God first speaks to Elijah, 
He asks a simple question. A 
question that I would easily 
mistake for my own thoughts.

Hearing God’s Voice
By Henry and Richard Blackaby
Uh oh, I’m suggesting you read 
something?

Yes. Yes I am.

Many have read and have been 
moved by  Henry  Blackaby’s book 
Experiencing God, as evidenced 
by the 3 million copies sold of it. 
Since then, he and his son Richard 
have gone on to write a new book 
entitled Hearing God’s Voice (you 
can probably guess what it’s 
about).

These two authors have put 
together a stellar Biblical manual 
as to how to really  hear God’s 
voice and allow the Spirit to move 
in your life and in others. They 
also do a spectacular job at 
addressing all of the questions and 
misunderstandings people have of 
hearing God’s voice. This book is 
crammed full of Scripture and 
personal stories to make it a great 
read.

And incase you just don’t have it 
in you to do some reading, then 
jump on iTunes and grab the 
audiobook. It’s only about three 
hours long and will give you a lot 
to learn and think about.
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Things to Pay attention to 
when prophesying over someone

Images that 

cross your mind

Specific words 
that pop into 
your head

Any kind of video that 
plays in your mind

Something on your mind that seems very random

Subtle impressions

Impressions God has been putting in 
your mind for someone as you’ve gotten to know them

Specific things God 

might tell you 

(birthdays, ages, 
dates, names 

Events, etc.)

The facial expression 

of the person you’re 

praying for

Any kind of Vision you 

see in the natural

Colors that 
stand out

Personal 

struggles

Empathy pains 
or feelings
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A Note on False Prophecy
There is a difference between a false prophet and one who prophesies incorrectly. Remember, 
if you can learn to prophesy as Paul says we can, then you certainly make a mistake here or 
there as all learners do. Therefore, if you are trying to prophesy over someone and you don’t 
get it right, it’s okay. But note that for that reason, it is more appropriate to say “I think God is 
saying” rather than a firm “God says” unless you are very certain. An actual false prophet is 
either lying to gain control of people or is working through demonic means to try to trick you.
The Freak Out Moment
One of the most difficult parts to prophecy is that freak out moment that happens right before you open your 
mouth. “What am I going to pray for? What am I going to say? God never tells me anything! I don’t want to do 
this! I’ll be wrong and look stupid! No one will ever trust me again! What if I offend them? I’m going to look 
like an idiot!”

You thought you were the only one who felt that way and that all of these other Christians were super strong 
and you were super weak. That’s not the case. Learning to prophesy takes a lot of strength because you have to 
be willing to make mistakes and try. And you certainly have to be willing to practice. If you don’t  take a few 
moments to pray  for someone here and there, you probably  won’t learn very quickly. We at 1208 Greenwood 
will try to find some moments to get you involved in praying for people if you are willing to make the effort to 
step up to do it. However, you also need to be open to asking people if you can pray for them outside of these 
moments. These people can be close or people you’ve never met. Just give it a shot!

And when you do have that freak out moment, take a few seconds and listen for God. See if He gives you 
anything. You don’t have to start praying for someone right from the get-go. Say “let’s pray,” and then take a 
few seconds to listen. If you get nothing, it’s okay, just start praying the best prayer you could possibly pray  for 
them. I tell you, I think I’ve probably moved more people to tears out of praying nice prayers over them than I 
have out of prophesying specific words over them. And you also might find God will give you more specific 
words for them as you’re praying those nice words and then you can interject them as you go along. Sometimes 
it’s easier to hear Him speak after you’ve begun praying because some of that nervousness has left you.

Be Smart While Praying
Another one of the reasons people don’t want to believe in prophecy is because of how the gift or word has been 
abused in their own life. It is very  important to discern the word you are given. Who knows how many times 
God has given someone a specific word and that person has shouted it out from the pulpit rather than go to that 
person privately. “So and so has an issue with this or that!” And now the whole congregation knows.

It’s amazing how much God trusts us to figure this stuff out. And that’s not to say that all the words you receive 
will be so personal. Many times God may give you a word for someone that seems generic to you but is really 
specific to them when they  hear it. So listen for a variety of things whether it’s personal or generic. However, 
the more personal it seems, the more private it should probably be. And the more serious it is, the more you 
should probably  say “I feel like God is saying” and “I might be wrong but...” rather than “God says.” Because is 
if you’re wrong about a serious issue, they’re probably not going to take much of a liking to you or prophecy.

PROPHECY FOR NOOBS


