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As you may have noticed, there’s  been 
quite a bit of commotion going on at 
1208 Greenwood as of late. We held a 
Sunday service at the homeless 
shelter, we engaged the community in 
trunk or treat, gospel choir visited us, 
and we even officially decided on a 
new name for our church! We’re 
becoming active in missions and 
evangelism and we plan on growing 
deeper together every week. That being said, there’s quite a bit to 

catch up on in this newsletter and 
more pictures than ever before. After 
all, if a picture is worth a thousand 
words, it might be easier to see what 
we’ve been up to, rather than just 
read about it. However, that is  not to 
say that there isn’t plenty to read in 
this  newsletter. We still did plenty of 
writing, so don’t fret those of you who 
enjoy looking for typos!
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Unfortunately, we can’t rea
lly drop any MP3s into th

is 

newsletter to show you how awesome gospel choir 

sounded. IBut if you were
 able to be at church th

is 

past Sunday morning, then you already know for 

yourself. We were blessed to have them
 visit us!
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Much has happened at our church over the past few years 
and because of it, many have been left in confusion. Is  it 
two churches or is it one? Is it Hispanic or is it Caucasian? 
Is  its  core focused on home fellowships or the Sunday 
morning gathering? Where exactly are we headed? What’s 
our vision?

This  past week we made a big step in finding our identity 
as a church as  we decided on a new name for our body: 
1 2 0 8 G r e e n w o o d . 
Because our church is  in a 
unique situation we went 
about voting on this  name 
differently than usual. The 
official members agreed to 
extend the vote to those 
w h o c o n s i d e r e d 
themselves  committed to 
our church even though 
t h e y d i d n o t h a v e 
membersh ip wi th us. 
Because we have not 
offered a membership 
class in quite awhile, we 
thought this might be the 
fairest way to include all 
who called our church 
home.

The majority voted yes  to 
t h e n a m e o f 1 2 0 8 
Greenwood and so the 
new name has  become 
our new identity. And yes, 
a few opposed the new name and to them we apologize. 
We know that renaming a church is quite a sensitive thing 
to do, but we thank you for your ongoing commitment 
despite your indifference.

Now some of you who are newer to our church may be a 
bit confused. “Wasn’t our name already 1208 
Greenwood?” you wonder. “That’s what we’ve heard it 
called over the past few months.”

The answer is  no, and it requires a bit of explanation. For a 
few months now, we’ve known that we were going to have 
a name change and so we haven’t necessarily been 
referring to ourselves as Living Water or CAV. During that 
time of having no name, the board agreed to name the 
building itself 1208 Greenwood. The idea at the time was 
to name the body something different than the building. 
The mentality would have been that we are “this body” 
who meet at “1208 Greenwood.”

And so, in the absence of 
a name, we started to put 
the building’s  name on 
every th ing : bu l le t ins , 
Facebook, handouts, and 
whatever else we made. 
Dur ing th is t ime, we 
noticed that the name had 
caught on with some. It 
was for that reason that 
we decided to have a 
“yes” or “no” vote on the 
name as  we hadn’t really 
grasped any other names 
the way we had that one.

And that brings  us to the 
“new vision,” which was 
p r e s e n t e d t h i s  p a s t 
Sunday (November 6th). 
S t e p h e n a n d m y s e l f 
attended a conference 
recently in which the 
church p lanters  f rom 

Missio taught about their church structure—the same 
church structure that Living Water Community adapted as 
their own. We were taught first hand by the visionaries and 
we came away understanding it clearer than ever before. 
We presented to the board what we learned and we were 
excited to see vision clarified and agreed upon.

But maybe calling this vision “new” isn’t quite the right 
word as  1208 Greenwood is quite familiar with its 
structure. Perhaps  now it just has  more clarity than ever 
before and we are excited to pursue it further

New Name, New Vision



This past week we joined with Spring Arbor University 

students to provide the Interfaith Homeless Shelter with 

a worship service. The shelter provides a service every 

week, but they do not typically get a full worship band 

which we were happy to offer.



All of 1208 Greenwood arrived bright and early at 10:00 

to sit with those at the shelter and join in worship.





Ken IBrewer leads these services once a month along with 

any students who are able to help him. These students do 

a number of things throughout the service: lead worship, 

read a Psalm, preach the message, and pray for homeless. 

While we were there, Nathan Drake delivered the message.



At the end of the service we had those who 

needed prayer for healing raise their hands. We 

then surrounded them and laid hands on them.







The idea of “celebrating” Halloween is 
an ongoing debate between Christians 
so when conversations  about holding 
a trunk or treat event at 1208 
Greenwood first started, we wanted to 
make sure we would only hold such 
an event for the right reasons.

We wanted to be clear: instead of 
“celebrating” Halloween, we wanted 
to celebrate our neighbors  and 
community. We wanted to provide a 
platform where our church family 
could join together in mission to 
interact with families who live in the 
streets surrounding 1208 Greenwood. 
Our mission was  infectious as we had 
several people not currently a part of 
our church join 
with us  by 
d o n a t i n g 
m a t e r i a l s 
m o n e y o r 
time.

I n b e i n g 
c a u t i o u s l y 
o p t i m i s t i c 
a b o u t o u r 
expectations  we anticipated that 
anywhere from 5 to 500 community 
members might spend the evening 
with us. Being our first trunk or treat 
we were prepared for the lower end of 
those numbers, but as soon as the 
event was underway it was obvious 
we had a success. We had the 
blessing of being able to interact with 
many people from our neighborhood.  
We had several fun decorated trunks, 
we cooked hotdogs, we shared cider 
and donuts, we handed out fistfuls of 
candy, we had Bible storytelling, and 

we were able to supply a great deal of 
school items for free. But most of all, 
we talked, interacted, laughed and just 
spent time with our neighbors. We 
succeeded in taking another missional 
step in loving others. 

So many people came together to 
make this  happen.   Thank you to all 
the following who gave their time, 
energy or resources:

Mathew Shott, Marcia Biddle, John 
and Verna Minier, Erin Piper, Annie 
Palasinski, Libby Sgambelluri, Kayla 
Rockhold, Hannah Noorman, Kate 
Flavin, Jodi Eads, Ieshia James, 
Robbie and Maria Bolton, Jeff and 

Carol Bradley, Mearl 
and Joyce Bradley, 
Duane Skene, Ben 
and Kristin Kriesch, 
N i c k D e t l a f f , 
Shavontae Dickerson, 
J i m S n y d e r, K e n 
Brewer, Mary Bean, 
Penni   Kirk, Peter 
Shackelford, the SAU 

story-telling group and 
others who may not be mentioned 
here.

Special thanks to Flavor Fruit Farms 
for their donation of hay bales and 
pumpkins which helped to set the 
welcoming tone of our evening.

Lastly, an extra special thank you to all 
who supported the effort to purchase 
slavery-free candy.  Making this 
decision was a step in the right 
direction towards  the abolition of 
slavery in the cocoa bean industry.   

Trunk or Treat a Big Success



We did our first ever Trunk or Treat this Halloween so 

that we could get to know the community better and 

just give them a good time. We plan on continually 

engaging the community at 1208 Greenwood in 

different ways, just as we do in our home fellowships.



Other things we had for ou
r Trunk or Treat: a 

bouncy obstacle course, SAU
 students performing 

IBible stories, free school supplies, a pumpkin 

painting area, and a tent full 
of cider, donuts, and 

of course, hot dogs.
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A few of us can get some work 

done, but when we work in 

greater numbers we can get 

more done than ever. Thank you 

for your continued support and 

for being at all of our church 

projects. Together, we will 

change this community and show 

them Christ in a very real and 

very tangible way. Thank you for 

being a part of our church.


