
God Baptizing 
God with God

Now when all the people were 
baptized, and when Jesus also had 
been baptized and was praying, the 
heavens were opened, and the Holy 
Spirit descended on him in bodily 
form, like a dove; and a voice came 
from heaven, “You are my beloved 
Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

-Luke 2:21-22

Many have read this story a hundred 
times in their lives, but few have 
really looked into it. But when we 
take a minute and think about it, we 
find ourselves with a lot of questions:

What exactly is going on in this 
passage? Is God baptizing God with 
God? Jesus wasn’t born with the 
Spirit like John the baptist was (Lk. 
1:15)? Why does God in flesh need the 
Holy Spirit? What was so significant 
about this baptism? What did the 
Spirit do in Jesus life?

It’s that last question that we’ll 
especially continue to look at 
throughout this lesson.

There are many different ideas as 
to what the Holy Spirit does in our 
lives today. The typical evangelical 
tends to perceive the Holy Spirit to 
be their conscience. That is to say 
He comes alongside them and 
simply tells them when they’re 
doing something right or wrong. On 
top of that, the Holy Spirit testifies 

to their own spirit that they are 
saved.

Of course all of this is good, but is 
that really the extent of what the 
Spirit does in our lives? If so, then 
when Jesus was baptized in the 
Spirit, He simply just gained a 
conscience and knew that He was 
saved?

What Did the Spirit do in Jesus’ Life?
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that you know who Jesus is and how He moved in gifts. Therefore, this week’s study will 
take us deeper into theology to help us understand how the Holy Spirit worked in the 
Messiah’s life, and how that applies to the Spirit’s work in your own life.



What Did the Spirit Do 
in Jesus’ Life? CONT.

Isaiah informs us as to some of the 
things that the Spirit was going to 
do in the Messiah’s life:

He equipped Him as a Prophet
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon 
me, because the Lord has anointed 
me to bring good news to the poor; 
he has sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty 
to the captives, and the opening of 
the prison to those who are bound.

Isaiah 61:1

He equipped Him as the Messiah:
There shall come forth a shoot from 
the stump of Jesse, and a branch from 
his roots shall bear fruit. And the 
Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon 
him,the Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel 
and might, the Spirit of knowledge 
and the fear of the Lord.

Isaiah 11:1-2

He equipped Him as a Servant
Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 
my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

I have put my Spirit upon him; he will 
bring forth justice to the nations.

Isaiah 42:1

We begin to see through these verses 
that God baptized Jesus to empower 
Him for ministry: ministry as a 
prophet, as the Messiah, and as a 
servant of the Lord.

Now this is very confusing for some 
because it begins to make Jesus look 
less like God and more like a man 
empowered by God. The typical 

evangelical view of “Jesus can do 
anything because He’s Jesus” is 
challenged by the thought that “Jesus 
could do anything because He was 
fully empowered by the Holy Spirit in 
every way.”

This beckons to ask the question as to 
what aspects of Jesus were human 
and what aspects of Jesus were God. 
Many views have developed over the 
years, but we’ll take a look at the 
basic three ideas that people tend to 
accept in their understanding of who 
Christ was and how He operated.

MORE SPECTACULAR?

Christological View #1: 

Jesus was Fully God

“Jesus can do anything simply because He 
is God in  flesh. Every miracle He did, 
every person He healed, every single thing 
He said and everywhere He went—
absolutely everything He did stemmed 
from His Godhood.”

This tends to be the typical evangelical 
view, partially because evangelicals are a 
little less associated with some of the 
more extravagant powers of the Holy 
Spirit. If they haven’t experienced healing, 
tongues, prophecy, or other gifts, they 
have no reason to question where such 
gifts come from. Many who believe Jesus 
was fully God and man actually subscribe 
to this general understanding of Christ.

Christological View #2: 

Jesus was Fully Man

“Jesus was really just a man man whom God 
chose to be the Messiah of the world. He is 
not really God, but an excellent teacher. Every 
miracle recorded in the Bible is therefore a 
metaphor rather than an actual miracle.”

This view is one of the more extreme views 
that has its origins in the enlightenment. If 
you’ve ever heard of the Jefferson Bible, then 
you might know that it’s actually a Bible in 
which all of the teaching is there, but every 
supernatural encounter has been removed. 
Ironically enough, this view also comes from 
those who haven’t seeing spiritual gifts at 
work today. It also comes from those who 
subscribe to reason above all else. In their 
minds, the supernatural is irrational.

Christological View #3: 

Jesus was Fully God and Fully Man

“Have this mind among yourselves, which is 
yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in 
the form of God, did not count equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 
born in the likeness of men. And being found 
in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross.” (Philippians 2:5-8)

Those who try to unite Jesus’ humanity with 
His Godhood hold this verse high, believing 
that Jesus emptied Himself of certain aspects 
of His Godliness so that He truly could 
humble Himself to human likeness. Though 
this is the classical understanding of who 
Jesus is, many who believe this reflect more 
on His Godhood than his humanity.

Part of the reason many do not want to believe in a more 
human Jesus is because they are afraid it makes for a weaker 
God. For those who feel this way, we propose a question: 

Is it truly weakness for God to limit Himself to the lowly estate 
of a human body? Is it truly weakness to become that low and 
humble and yet still walk in the anointing of the Messiah and 
redeem the entire world?

Does His humanity really make for a weaker God, or does it 
make for a more spectacular and impressive God? Does it 
lessen God’s strength and character or only magnify it?



JESUS’ HUMANITY
Had Parents: Mt. 1-2; Lk. 1-2

Obeyed His parents: Lk. 2:51

Had siblings: Mt. 12:46-47; Mk. 3:31-32, 6:3

Had friends: Jn. 2:2

Grew and learned: Lk. 2:42-50

Fasted for forty days: Mt. 4:2

Tempted: Mt. 4:1-11; Mk. 1:13

Worked a job: Mk. 6:3

Paid taxes: Mk. 12:13-17

Celebrated holidays: Lk. 2:41

Asked questions: Jn. 1:47-50; 4:16-18

Experienced the happiness of love: 
Mk. 10:21; Jn. 11:26

Got angry: Jn 2:13-16; Mk. 11:15-17

Got frustrated: Mk. 4:40; 9:19

Was troubled in soul: Jn. 12:27

Troubled in spirit: Jn. 13:21

Didn’t know certain things: 
Mt. 24:36 Mk. 13:32

Endured times of great sadness and 
cried: Jn. 11:33-35

Incredibly overwhelmed about His 
coming death: Mt. 26:38; Heb. 5:7

Sweat drops of blood: Lk. 22:44

Arrested and taken to court: 
Mt. 26; Mk. 14; Lk. 22

Mocked and insulted: 
Mk. 15:16-20, 29-32

Rejected, denied, betrayed, and 
abandoned: Every Gospel

Felt abandoned by God: Mk. 15:34

Died: Mt. 27:50

IF JESUS OPERATED SOLELY AS GOD
He couldn’t have learned anything

He would have been lying about not knowing His return

Some of His questions were not genuine as He already knew every answer

He fasted to set an example, not to grow deeper with God or the Spirit

Turning water into wine before His time actually was, in fact, His time

His temptation was fake as you can’t tempt God (Ja. 1:13)

He may not have done things out of emotion, but rather just to make points

Would have never felt abandoned by God

Would not have been able to die

Others would be considered God as well since Elijah and Paul and many, 
many other Biblical characters did impossible supernatural things

IF JESUS OPERATED SOLELY AS A HUMAN

Every supernatural encounter in the Gospel is either a lie or a metaphor

All Jesus really was was a good, moralistic teacher

The things He taught wouldn’t have had the same authority

Anyone could have been chosen as the Messiah

Jesus wouldn’t have been perfect as human nature is to sin

IF JESUS OPERATED AS GOD AND HUMAN

There’s a balance between what made Him God and what made Him human 
and therefore we can learn the ways we can be like Jesus and the ways we can’t

Baptizing Jesus with the Holy Spirit for empowerment actually makes sense

The writings about Jesus’ humanity are not lies or metaphors but actual 
descriptions of how He lived in His humanity

Jesus becomes the perfect example of what living in step with the Holy Spirit 
looks like and how we can operate in the same Spirit as He sent him to us



by Jamin Bradley
• • •

THE DOCTRINE OF CHRISTOLOGY 
SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN OVERLOOKED 
IN MOST OF THE CHURCH TODAY, 
WHICH I S SOMEWHAT ODD 
CONSIDERING THE FACT THAT THE 
CHRISTIAN FAITH IS BASED OFF OF 
THE STORY OF JESUS CHRIST AND 
WHO HE IS.

For this reason, one might think the 
church would search to have a 
g r e a t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e 
character of Jesus, but throughout 
the years most Christians have 
simply accepted the fact that Jesus is 
both God and man and have not 
looked to find a greater depth to this 
duality.

This is probably due to the fear that 
an imbalance on either side of Jesus’ 
two-dimensional being would bring 
about heresy. After all, if we focus too 
much on Jesus’ humanity, He may 
seem no different than you and 
t h e r e fo r e c o u l d n o t b r i n g u s 
salvation. On the other side of the 
spectrum, if we focus on Jesus solely 
as God, we lose the very humanity 
that Jesus limited Himself to and may 
potentially believe His teachings as 
impossible.

Since this doctrine bends and breaks 
on an overemphasis of either side, we 
will look at it through the trusted 
lenses of Scripture, tradition, reason, 
and experience. Together, these 
aspects make what is known as the 
Wesleyan Quadrilateral, which is a 
method that will help us balance our 
understanding on this doctrine. 
Again, since our entire faith is based 
off of Jesus, it is important to make 
sure we address this issue delicately.

Scripture
There are very many verses in the 
Bible that emphasize the fact that 
Jesus took the form of man (Ph. 2:7). 
And if we really pay attention, we will 
actually find human descriptions of 
Jesus all over the place. We just tend 
to miss them simply because they are 
so human in nature.

For example, we know that Jesus 
(though He was immaculately 
conceived), had parents (Mt. 1-2; Lk. 
1-2) whom He obeyed (Lk. 2:51). We 
also know that He had siblings (Mt. 
12:46-47, 13:55; Mk 3:31-32, 6:3) and 
friends (Jn. 2:2). And though we do 
not know much about His childhood, 
we do know that He grew and that He 
learned (Lk. 2:40). And like any kid, 
He even made His parents nervous by 
running off (Lk. 2:42-50).

Jesus, in His humanity, also took part 
in society by working a job (Mk. 6:3) 
and paying taxes (Mk. 12:13-17). On 
top of that, He also celebrated 
holidays and went to the synagogue 
(Lk. 2:41). He even saw a side of 
society that most western Christians 
today would never expect to see when 
He was arrested and taken to court 
(Mt. 26; Mk. 14; Lk. 22).

All of these things are proof that 
Jesus was habitually and customarily 
human, but there are still more 
attributes to Christ that let us see His 
humanity even more. Emotions, for 
e x a mp l e , g r e a t ly s h o w e d t h e 
mortality of Jesus. We can see in 
Scripture that He experienced the 
happiness of love (Mk. 10:21; Jn. 
11:26), and that He was also angry 
( J n . 2 : 13 - 16 ; M k . 11 : 15 - 17 ) , 
frustrated (Mk. 4:40; 9:19), and 
troubled in soul (Jn. 12:27) and spirit 
(Jn. 13:21). He even endured times of 

great sadness to the point of  crying 
(Jn. 11:33-35). The emotional pain of 
Christ grew even deeper towards His 
cr ucifixion. He was incredibly 
overwhelmed about His coming death 
(Mt. 26:38; Heb. 5:7), mocked and 
insulted (Mk. 15:16-20, 29-32), and 
in every Gospel He was rejected, 
denied, betrayed, and abandoned—He 
even felt abandoned by God (Mk.
15:34)! Outside of all these things, He 
was, like all humans, tempted (Mt. 
4:1-11; Mk. 1:13).

And incase the humanity of Jesus is 
s t i l l n o t c l e a r t h r o u g h t h e s e 
attributes, we should also mention 
that Jesus was just as connected to 
His physical body as any other man 
or woman. He endured times of 
weariness (Jn. 4:6) and slept (Mk. 
4:38) and was both thirsty (Jn. 4:7; 
19:28), hungry (Mt. 4:2), and ate (Jn. 
21:9, 13). And in the end, His 
mortality was especially shown by 
the fact that He bled (Lk. 22:44; Jn. 
19:34) and died (Lk. 23:46).

I bring all of these things up because I 
believe that if we are truly going to 
understand the Christology of Jesus, 
we need to fully wrap our minds 
around the humanity that the 
Messiah restrained Himself to. But if 
we leave our study of Christ at what 
we have come to learn so far, we will 
be left with not just an incomplete 
picture of Jesus, but a blasphemous 
one. For while Jesus did “empty 
Himself, taking the form of a bond-
servant, and being made in the 
likeness of men,” (Ph. 2:7) He still 
“existed in the form of God” (Ph. 2:6).

This is a riddle to the human mind. 
How can one person be both God and 
man? Due to our confusion we are 
much more apt to just focus on one 
aspect of God rather than both, but 
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a g a i n , d o i n g s o l e a v e s o u r 
understanding of Christ incomplete. 
Whether we can fully comprehend it 
or not, Jesus is both the Son of God 
a n d m a n ( M t . 16 : 13 - 17 ) . B u t 
considering how much time we have 
spent on the humanity of Jesus, let us 
make sure we fully understand that 
this does not make Him any less God.

We mentioned earlier that Jesus was 
immaculately conceived by the Holy 
Spirit (Mt. 1:18, 20; Lk. 1:34-35) as 
prophesied in the Old Testament (Is. 
7:13-14). It should also be noted that 
Jesus existed even before His birth 
here on earth (Jn. 1:1), which makes 
His divinity all the more clear. These 
are obviously not human attributes.

The authority that Jesus moved in 
was not that of any human either. He 
made wild statements that would 
easily anger anyone who did not 
believe that He was the Messiah. But 
since He was the Messiah, He was 
given authority to forgive sins (Mk. 
2:5-7), g rant eternal l i fe (Jn. 
11:25-26), and speak with the 
authority of God like He did all 
throughout the gospels in general. It 
was also Christ who had the authority 
to ask God to send us the Holy Spirit 
(Jn. 14:16; 15:26; 16:7; Ac. 2:33).

Outside of these aspects, the end of 
Jesus’ life was just as divine as the 
start of it, because He managed to live 
a sinless life (1 Jn. 3:5; Heb. 4:15; 
9:14), which we humans know to be 
impossible in our fallen state. Not 
only did He keep this sinless status up 
to the time of His death, but He also 
d e n i e d d e a t h i t s e l f a n d w a s 
resurrected (Mt. 28:7; Mk. 16:6; Lk. 
24:6; Jn 20:9; Ro. 1:4; Ro. 6:9; Ph. 
3 : 10 ; 1 P t . 1 : 3 ) . A n d i n c a s e 
resurrection was not enough to make 
His divinity clear, He then went on to 

ascend into Heaven (Lk. 24:51; Ac. 
1:9; 2:32-33).

Tradition
We Christians also hold to a confusing 
doctrine that affirms the fact that 
Jesus was God. This doctrine, of 
course, is none other than that of the 
Trinity—the belief that the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit are God in three 
persons. While there may not actually 
be a verse in the Bible that mentions 
the Trinity, there are plenty of verses 
that point towards this belief and 
believers have affirmed it true for 
centuries upon centuries. And with so 
many verses including Jesus as a 
part of the Trinity (Mt. 28:19; 2 Co. 
13:14; 1 Co. 12:4-6; Ga. 4:6; Ep. 
2:20-22; 2 Ts. 2:13-14; Ti. 3:4-6; 1 Pt. 
1:2), we can only conclude that Jesus 
was in fact God. Therefore, we 
worship Jesus just as believers and 
heavenly creatures did in the Bible 
(Mt. 2:2; Jn. 9:38; Lk 24:52 Rv. 
5:12-13; 19:10; Phil. 2:9-11; Hb. 1:6).

While very few evangelicals would 
disagree with the doctrine of the 
Trinity, there are present day 
arguments as to how much divinity 
Jesus had. This debate is fairly 
recent, as it had not really been 
thought over too much in the past. On 
one side of the issue, you have the 
classical view, which most Christians 
have grown up believing. Gregory A. 
Boyd sums up this view quite nicely 
in his book Across the Spectrum:

Though it took nearly four 
centuries to iron out the details 
(at Chalcedon), the orthodox 
church has always interpreted 
Scripture as teaching that Jesus 
Christ was and is fully God as well 
a s f u l l y h u m a n . F o r m o s t 
t h e o l o g i a n s a n d l a y p e o p l e 
throughout history, this meant 

that Jesus exercised the full range 
of divine and human attributes. 
Though theologians have worked 
this out in many different ways, 
most have affirmed that Jesus was 
a t o n e a n d t h e s a m e t i m e 
omnipresent (as God) yet spatially 
located (as human), omnipotent 
(as God) yet limited in power (as 
human), and omniscient (as God) 
yet limited in knowledge (as 
human). Jesus is one person, not 
two, but he has two natures, not 
one. The church has always 
admitted that this teaching 
constitutes a profound mystery, 
but it has always denied that it 
const i tutes a contradict ion 
(Kindle, 1568-1584).

This still tends to be the belief of most 
people today. Most seem too afraid to 
make an argument that Jesus could 
be any different because it would 
almost seem to lessen His divinity, 
which could put someone in a 
potential position to say that Jesus 
was not God. Instead, people tend to 
stick to traditional beliefs and not 
challenge their confusion on the 
subject. Others have simply been 
taught this way since they were born 
and have never really seen a need to 
question it. After all, our belief in the 
Trinity is just as confusing and in the 
end, it  seems as though we just need 
to accept parts of Christianity on 
faith.

On the other end of the Christological 
debate is the kenotic view. This 
understanding of Christ has different 
levels of belief, but it essentially finds 
its basis in Philippians 2:5-8. The 
Greek word “kenosis” is used in this 
passage and it means emptied. Within 
context, it basically states that Jesus 
“emptied Himself.” Now it does 
become a question as to what exactly 
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Jesus emptied Himself of, but the 
kenotic understanding does seem to 
have good Biblical grounding in this 
passage. Lucien J. Richard even 
makes this emptying sound Godly 
rather than blasphemous when 
pointing out, “What is called emptying 
is really fulfilling, kenosis is actually 
plerosis which means that the human 
limitations of Jesus are seen as a 
positive expression of his divinity 
rather than a curtailment of it” (104).

At its worst, the kenotic belief has 
potential to become a product of the 
Enlightenment and turn Jesus into a 
completely normal man whose 
miracles can be explained away 
rationally and metaphorically. After 
all, if one believes that Jesus 
relinquished His status as God in 
order to become human, then Jesus 
would not be able to do miracles, 
right?

W e l l t h e r e i s y e t a n o t h e r 
Christological belief known as Spirit 
Christology that says differently. 
Those who take this approach to 
Scripture would agree with the 
kenotic idea that Jesus laid down His 
divinity to become fully human, but 
would add in a focus on the Holy 
Spirit. In this understanding, Jesus 
operated completely at the will of the 
Spirit, which He was filled with (Mt. 
3:16; Lk. 3:22). Jürgen Moltmann 
explains it this way:

The continuing presence of the 
Spirit in Jesus is the tr ue 
beginning of the kingdom of God, 
and of the new creation in history. 
That is why in this power Jesus 
drives out demons, heals the sick 
and restores spoiled creation. This 
presence of the Spirit is the 
a u t h o r i t y b e h i n d h i s 
proclamation. The spirit gives it 

the power of conviction, and the 
Spirit causes the proclamation to 
be accepted in faith… The divine 
S p i r i t w h o i n d we l l s J e s u s , 
initiates and makes possible the 
relationship of the Father to the 
Son, and of the Son to the Father 
(92).

T h e s e a r e t h r e e o f t h e m a i n 
understandings of Christology. There 
are many other theories that land in 
between each of these, but it seems 
that altogether, most Christians have 
not looked beyond the classical view. 
For this reason, many Christians have 
perhaps held more tightly to tradition 
on this doctrine than they have on 
others.

Reason
At first glance, the Christological 
doctrine seems rather difficult to sort 
out reasonably—especially if we hold 
to the classical debate. After all, if our 
best explanation of Christ’s duality is 
that He can operate out of His 
humanity or divinity at any given 
time, we are more or less left with a 
doctrine of complete spontaneity and 
are unable to tell what parts of Jesus 
are humanistic and what parts of 
Jesus are of God.

The kenotic doctrine on the other 
hand, has more of an appeal to 
reason. Though the kenotic doctrine 
may have potential to go too far, at its 
core it is quite reasonable. It 
maintains the essential Christian 
belief that Jesus was both fully God 
and fully man and proves it  logically. 
But if Jesus’ miracles just become 
metaphors, then I believe we have 
abused Scripture.

That is to say that the entire Bible is a 
book of miracles and phenomena and 
for that reason it is not illogical or 

u n r e a s o n a b l e t o e x p e c t s u c h 
supernatural miracles from Jesus. 
After all, some of the craziest things 
in the Bible happened before His time 
on earth.

Also, the very thought of God is a 
supernatural one, so why should we 
reasonably think that a supernatural 
God is restrained to the natural world 
which He built? And so instead of 
spending hours upon hours of time in 
attempts to disprove miracles, how 
about we at least consider the idea 
that miracles are a reasonable part of 
the Christian faith.

If we are willing to accept this, then 
we should find the most reasonable 
explanation of who Christ is in the 
understanding of Spirit  Christology. If 
God has emptied Himself so that He 
may become human and we believe 
miracles to be reasonable, then we 
are left with the question as to how 
Jesus performed them, which is 
answered very well by the fact that 
He was filled with the Holy Spirit.

After all, typically when you saw 
mention of the Holy Spirit in the Old 
Testament, something very odd or 
supernatural would happen. Whether 
it caused mass numbers of people to 
prophesy (Num. 11:25; 1 Sam. 
19:20-21), strip down (1 Sam. 
19:23-24), or have supernatural 
strength (Judges 14:6), the Holy 
Spirit had always been doing odd 
things.

Experience
So let us say for a moment that we 
now see Spirit Christology as rational. 
Well here is a question then: why is 
the Spirit not doing the kinds of 
miracles Jesus did, today? After all, if 
every Christian has the Holy Spirit 
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(Jn. 14:16-17), then why can we not 
do such miracles?

If you are asking these questions, 
then you are probably coming out of 
the same background that most 
evangelical Christians have come out 
of. The experience you have had so 
far has taught you that God does 
miracles on very rare occasions and 
that they are usually performed at 
the hands of doctors (hands which 
are, of course, “guided by the Spirit”). 
This is more of an enlightened way of 
thinking and those who live this way 
have typically not been taught that 
they have any power to exercise 
through the Holy Spirit. I myself lived 
in these shoes for almost my entire 
life.

But over the past few years I have 
come to find in my own experience 
that there are believers out there who 
live in the power that God has given 
them. I have seen these people 
exercise the gifts of the Holy Spirit—
the same gifts that Jesus Himself 
exercised! I have seen people healed 
a n d w a t c h e d m a n y d i f f e r e n t 
supernatural phenomena happen. I 
have also heard prophecy, words of 
knowledge, and people speak in 
tongues. I’ve even experienced some 
of these gifts first hand.

Many do not have such an experience 
and have therefore found little reason 
to believe that the Spirit has any 
supernatural power in a believer’s 
life. However, if you begin to search 
for these things and actually find 
them, you will be faced with the 
decision as to what to do with it. And 
if you do come to the conclusion that 
the Holy Spirit is at work and doing 
supernatural things in the world, you 
m a y fi n d y o u r C h r i s t o l o g i c a l 
understanding of Jesus to be much 

more important than it once was, as 
His power works in you in similar 
ways it worked in Him.

My Christological Understanding
Due to the experiences I have had 
with the supernatural, I am especially 
interested in Christology. After all, 
the gifts I’ve seen fellow Christians 
practice seem an awful lot like those 
that Jesus practiced. But obviously, I 
know that my fellow Christians are 
not the Messiah, nor are they God 
incarnate. So then how are they 
moving in the same power as Jesus? 
What is the connection?

Though I have probably made it fairly 
clear as to what I believe by now, let 
me come right out and say it: I believe 
in Spirit Christology. In other words, I 
believe that the supernatural power 
that Jesus operated in, originated 
from the Holy Spirit that rested upon 
Him (Mt. 3:16; Mk. 1:10; Lk. 3:22; Jn. 
1:32), and not from His divinity since 
He emptied Himself of it in order to 
become fully human (Ph. 2:7). This 
Spirit that Jesus has is the same 
Helper that Jesus sent to His 
disciples (Jn. 14:16, 26; 16:7). 

This is also the same Spirit that Paul 
attributes supernatural gifts to, such 
as words of knowledge, healing, 
miracles, prophecy, tongues and their 
interpretation (1 Cor. 12:4-11). So 
already we see that the Holy Spirit is 
capable of doing the things that Jesus 
did.

If we look, we will see that Jesus used 
words of knowledge quite often. What 
I mean by “words of knowledge,” is 
that Jesus knew things that He could 
not have known in His humanity. 
Nathanael, for example, became a 
disciple simply because Jesus was 
able to identify him by name and 

point out that he had been sitting 
under a tree earlier (Jn. 1:47-50). 
Jesus had never met Nathanael 
before this time and so we realize that 
He knew these things supernaturally. 
He did something similar with the 
woman at the well. Though having 
just met her, he explained to her that 
she had gone through five husbands 
and that the man she was currently 
with was not her husband (Jn. 
4:16-18).

After Jesus pointed this out, the 
woman perceived Him to be a prophet 
(Jn. 4:19). Not too many verses later 
Jesus is already prophesying about 
what the future of what worshipping 
God would look like (Jn. 4:21-23). 
And that’s just one example of Jesus 
prophesying. He prophesies time and 
time again while teaching. He even 
prophesies about His return (Lk. 
21:25-36), which is foresight so 
significantly far into the future that 
we still wait to see it two thousand 
years later.

Jesus was also quite familiar with 
miracles. Early on in His ministry, He 
turned water into wine (Jn. 2:3-11). 
Later He walked on water (Mk. 
6:48-50) and on more than one 
occasion, He mult ipl ied smal l 
amounts of bread and fish so that 
giant crowds could share it together 
(Mk. 6:41-44; 8:6-9). Many would 
probably draw the line here and say 
that these miracles were things that 
only Jesus could do because He was 
God. However, I believe that when 
Paul refers to miracles, He is 
speaking of crazy phenomena such as 
these things. In today’s mindset we 
tend to think of miracles as people 
getting healed, and while such a thing 
is a miracle, Paul mentions healing 
separately from miracles when listing 
the gifts of the Spirit. Furthermore, if 
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we want to assign the miracles Jesus 
did to the God-side of Jesus, then we 
would also be pressured to say that 
Elijah was part God. After all, that 
prophet caused a bowl of flour and a 
jar of oil to be supernaturally filled (1 
Ki. 17:14-16) time and time again, just 
as Jesus had done with the fish and 
bread.

We might also think that things like 
resurrection can only come from 
Jesus because He is God. But then if 
we look at Elijah’s life again, we can 
see that the prophet prayed for 
resurrection and saw a little boy come 
back to life (1 Ki. 17:17-24). We know 
that the Holy Spirit is capable of 
doing such things because of the gifts 
Paul ascribes to Him and so we see 
here the work of God through His 
Spirit. We also see another case of 
resurrection when a dead man fell on 
to Elisha’s bones (2 Ki. 13:21). Now 
this is a very curious passage, but if 
we attribute the Holy Spirit with the 
power of healing and resurrection, 
and combine this with the fact that 
Jesus often touched those whom He 
healed, we can see the Holy Spirit 
even at work in Elisha’s bones.

We could go on and on about all of the 
supernatural things that Jesus did, 
but I believe that in the end we can 
attribute much of His supernatural 
abilities to His cooperation with the 
Holy Spirit. After all, if He allowed 
Himself to do these things out of His 
dual nature, why then did He need to 
fast for forty days (Mt. 4:2) and pray 
until He sweat drops of blood (Lk. 
22:44)? Surely He didn’t do these 
things for the sole purpose of setting 
an example of what Christianity 
should look like (granted, that may 
have been part of it).

So if we believe all of this, then the 
question becomes: how was Jesus any 
different from the potential any 
Christian today could achieve 
through the power of the Spirit? The 
fact that this question alone could 
almost derail our faith shows that we 
have connected Jesus’ dual nature all 
too closely with His supernatural 
ways. The fact that we too can do 
these miracles by the power of the 
Spirit does not make Jesus any less 
God, because there is nothing we 
could ever do to live an entirely 
sinless life or to take away the sins of 
the world. We are not Messiahs. We do 
not even operate in the power of the 
Holy Spirit as magnificently as Jesus 
did as He held an office in every 
single gift and showed us the pinnacle 
of what living in the power of the 
S p i r i t c o u l d l o o k l i ke . T h e s e 
characteristics of Jesus are entirely 
God. There are also many other 
attributes that made Jesus God, as 
mentioned much earlier.

Spirit Christology is not simple. It 
takes a lot of discussion and sorting 
through to truly understand. It 
causes us to ask a lot of hard 
questions and at times find some 
difficult answers. But perhaps the 
reason it’s so hard to comprehend is 
because of the amount of faith it takes 
to believe. After all, if Jesus was able 
to do the things He did because the 
Holy Spirit was upon Him, and we as 
Christians have that same Spirit, then 
that means that we should be able to 
mirror Jesus in impossible ways, 
right? Sometimes that takes more 
faith than we are willing to possess 
and for that reason, we write simpler 
doctrine that does not make us 
uncomfortable.
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